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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


MORE UNREST “TEN IN PERSIAN GULF STATES DUE TO IRANIAN CRISIS 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-"ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 21 Nov 79 p 51 
[Article by "Ali Hashim: "The Confrontation Could In /lame the Area”™] 


[Text] The Gulf states are without a doubt lining up behind Iran, but they 
are doing so silently. They want Washington to be dealt a blow, but they 
are not declaring this openly because the United States is the largest 
importer of Gulf oil. 


Despite the references of Abolhasan Bani-Sadr, the Revolutionary Council 
member responsible for Iranian foreign affairs, to the position of the Arab 
foreign ministers on the Iranian-American confrontation and the effort to 
push them into taking a definite position, the Gulf oil states have con- 
sidered that this confrontation is “political,” and the OPEC organization 
to which they belong is not allowed to “involve itself in a political 
confrontation.” 


The embarassment still exists, as does the fear that the Islamic revolution 
or the United States itself may stage a dramatic action against Tehran, 
whereupon tre Persian Gulf states would fall into a barrel of their oil which 
is so expensive. Then it would be inevitable that these states take 4 posi- 
tion and that Gulf oil be brought into the confrontation which could cause 
the entire area to explode. 


There is more than one indication in the Gulf arena of the nervousness and 
apprehensions of the officials. 


The Strait of Hormuz, the main oil artery, was the subject of references 

made by Oman's Sultan Qabus in his speech on the occasion of the national 
anniversary of the sultanate. The sultan suggested that the main threat 

is from the Soviet Union and affirmed the sultanate's responsibility in 
protecting the strait, the necessity that the states of the area share this 
responsibility, and the necessity that the states which consume the area's 
oil participate, if only in paying the expenses. The real clarification 

came in the sultan'’s announcement that his country rejected "the establish- 
ment of any foreign base in the area” and was opposed to foreign interference. 








Accordingly, Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Rashid ‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Rashid 
denied that an American landing had occurred in Kuwait or Bahrain, regarding 
these reports as an insult to the independent policy of Kuwait and the area 
Statcs. 


Ahmad Zaki Yamani, the Saudi minister of petroleum and mineral resources, 
said that Iran had not asked the OPEC states to take any position on its 
crisis with Washington, and added that: "The organization has no connection 
with any political problems that occur between a member state and other 
states.” 


Moreover, the Arab states which overlook the Gulf confirmed that they will 
continue using the dollar to measure the value of oil revenues even if Iran 
decides to replace it. 


However, the storm which has raged over the Gulf since the success of 
Ayatollah Khomeyni's revolution and has become a hurricane threatening the 
United States is strengthening the sympathies of the people of the Gulf, 
even if it has not rengthened the sympathies of the Gulf shaykhs. One of 
Khomeyni's messages aimed at the Gulf area stating the necessity of using 
the weapon of cutting off Washington's oil could cause big complications, 
which would involve the area states in a confrontation with their peoples 
because of the hatred these peoples harbor for Washington. 


Nerves are still strained, the situation in the Gulf remains difficult, the 
indications abound, and the days of the Gulf are pregnant with events which 
are still in the mind of Providence. 








INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


REPRESENTATIVES OF LIBERATION ORGANIZATIONS DISCUSS IRAN, PERSIAN GULF STATES 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 18 Nov 79 p 13 


[Article: “Dialog With Six Gulf Organizations on the Iranian Revolution and 
Its Impact on the Persian Gulf") 


[Text] In Lisbon, awid the flood of discussions 
which took place concern? ng the central Arab problem, 
Palestine, AL-SAFIR took advantage of the prese.ce of 
several representatives of national liberatio: and 
political opposition movements from the Gulf and the 
Arabian Peninsula to conduct extended interviews with 
them concerning current conditions in this vital and 
strategic aref.. 


ed and concentrated on: “The 
‘ects and Repercussions in the 
sula, and the 4orizon of 

t of these Effects.” 


The discussions materializ 
Iranian Revolution, its Ei 
Gulf and tiie Arabian Penin 


Nationalist Action in Light 
The following individuals participated in the meeting: 


1. Sa'id Mas'ud, Popula: Front for the Liberation of 


2. ‘Addallah Muhammad, Kuwaiti Democratic Grouping 


. 'Abd-al-'Aziz Mahmud, Banrain National Liberation 


4. Yahya al-Shami, YAR Democratic National Front 


co LJ a re , . ~~ « ¥ ”\ De ” « 
. Husayn Musa, Popular Front-Bahrain 


d-al Wakil al-osururi, Yemeni Socialist Party 





1. Sa*id Mas‘ud, PFIO 


Talking about the Iranian revolution in itself is enjoyable and encouraging, 
because the revolution came at a time when the revolutionary forces througi.- 
out the Gulf and the Peninsula were in a state of noticeable ebb. 


There was an assaul* o:. the Omani revolution and an assault on democratic 
freedoms throughout the area, and reactionism was maliciously implementing 
its plans throught the area. In addition, there was the military attack 
which we in Oman faced from the shah. 


People’s morale was so low that they believed that since the shah was pro- 
tecting these regimes, it was impossible to achieve anything. The lranian 
revolution came at this very time to fortify internal conditions on the 
popular level and deal a blow to the imperialist plan. We in Oman were the 
ones who benefited most from the Iranian revolution through the withdrawal 
of the Iranian forces from our country, to say nothing of the Iranian with- 
drawal and its effects throughout the area. The lranian withdrawal took 
place rapidly. We expected that the situation would be transformed after 
the withdra. al, because the shah had supported Qabus and the Iranian revo- 
lution would directly support the revolution in Oman as a reaction against 
this. 


Many people expected that the revolution would be transformec. into its 
counterpart. 


The shan sided with the agent authorities in Muscat. What was wanted from 
the Iranian revolution was that it directly support the revolution in Oman 
on the basis that this was the realistic and proper course for this kind of 
revolution to follow. But in the event, this did not come about. What did 
come about was that meetings were held with representatives of the Iranian 
revolution, and this in itself also contributed something positive in the 
context of the situation in Oman as a whole. The regime was stunned. It 
actually was stunned. It began to stumble about from the matter of Camp 
David and its loud support to seeking help from foreign forces. This final- 
ly brought it to the point of opening offices in Pakistan, indicating its 
fenr. Recruitment offices in Lahore, in three areas of Pakistan. 


Oi’ course, we do not have any Shi'ites in Oman except for a very small per- 
centage, in Muscat in particular. The Hyderabadis--that is, the Hyderabadi 
community--are the representatives of the Shi'ite movement. They have busi- 
ness places and are the only ones who compete with the Hindus in the business 
market. They have practical positions against the previous regime. 


In Oman we have Ibadism, which is a deep-rooted sect whose members form the 
majority in Oman's interior. However, the sectarian problem has not yet 
been raised in Oman, and there is no sectarian discrimination. 











Moreover, the nationalist movement in the area--and in particular the PFLO, 


** . 


which is the main movement in this arena--is also fighting this problem, 

whether on a sectarian, class, or group basis--such as saying that these 

people are Bedouins and these are town dwellers, and so on. Despite the 
es 


O mun raising this issue: the 
Bedouins, the problem of the group in the interior of Oman, the Muscat 
group, the urban group, et 
Generally speaking, it can be said that the Iranian revolution is really 
v @ area as a whole, and 
especially the area of Oman. 


| sired from the lranian revolution than is 

being done, although we appreciate the revolution's problems and the internal 
iff ; i s it is facing. Nevertheless, we believe that 

l has a long road ahead of it before it )\. yield 

which the national forces in the area expect--before i. w §\ have 


solving of the Iranian revolution’s internal problems wili enable ur ‘a 
benefit more from the Iranians. Moreover, any role which the Iranian revo- 
lution performs in the area will te beneficial to us, even if it is in the 


k of the nonaligned movement. 
* . - . . " . 7 . » * 
This is a brief summary of the effects of the lranian revolution. 


for the horizon of action in Oman at present, this action has been very 

in the interior of Oman the regime has become more 
exposed, and the masses have begun to feel that there is support for then, 
st view. The view of Iran for the masses in Oman 
at this time is an optimistic one, and actually an encouraging one to a con- 


The people have begun to talk on the street, and this is the start of the 
ffects of the revolution. This is in the context of the horizon of future 
action, and is subject to Oman's internal conditions. Because the external 
i fective, but it remains subject to the state of nationalist 


Q. ‘odallah Muhammad, Kuwaiti Democratic Grouping 
The special character of the Iranian situation is conspicuous for Kuwait, 


although in a different way. For in terms of its geographical position, 
nree big countries in the area: Iraq, Saudi Arabia 


a 
b; 
2, 
bade 
> 
r 

’ 
(2 
= 
ae 
a | 
Oo 
PS 
-3 
Lor 
— 
; 

eae 
r 

> 
= 
r 

9 


Without doubt. the eftort to trixe @ balance among these regimes has been 
one of the elements in the political equation ia order for the regime and 
, n ; an 


ti ituati in Kuwait to remair they are. Historically, there have 
been popular Kuwaiti aspirations to be closely united in a unitary framework. 


5 
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In the 1930's there was a unionist movement with Irag. OF course, it did 
- mf ass .<=- @ 3 . 7 ‘ie Ted " 5 a r 

not succeed, but this idea whether on th 1 of ti 


e le authorities or on 
the level of the people has always existed. Thus, ining or uniting in 
a union with Irag, for example, te with Irag ard Syria, is considered one 
of the equations which wou change the balances in Kuwait and thus affect 
the region. The existence or the previous lranian regime was a balancing 
factor which suspended Kuwait’s relations with any Arab unitary form. This 
is from the standpoint of wnat is called geopolitics, or th2 Kuwaiti pesition. 


From another standpoint, as is generally known the Iranian regime was assigned 
the job of being the area under imperialist ccntrol--or in other words, con- 
tinuing to pump oil on the basis of economic stipulations which were compat- 
ible with the Western economies--and also of remaining an open market for 
‘oreign products, being a big importer of arms and exporting surplus capital 
world markets. 


As is well known, with the arming of Iran by America and America’s setting 
up of the intelligence organization SAVAK, among other things, Iran began 

to carry out this role in an aggressive manner, as was evident in the occu- 
pation of the islands and the landing of forces in Oman, and subsequently 

in the claims which the shah made in order to secure some measure of accept- 
ance for them--or if not acceptance, let us say acceptable political agree- 
ment from everyone. These were the claims which rested on his statement 
that he would intervene in the Gulf area to oppose any change which would 
ljisturb the balance then in existence, which favored imperialism and its 
servants in the area. 


These claims evolved to the point where the shah said he would intervene 

even if no one called him, and then evolved even further to the point that 
they did not stop at the Gulf area or the Arab shore of the Gulf but extended 
en, Ethiopia and Somalia as well. 


cture of the Iranian regime threatened the area-- 
al existence of the area, or the existence of the area’ 

e the idea of the presence of force, and the idea of 
the character of the area, which exists amid reciprocal migrations between 
tne Arab shore and the Iranian shore, to the extent that the Arab population 
has almost become a minority, as is the case in some areas of the Arab south-- 
of course, this threatens the national identity of the area, thrvatens the 
aspirations of the peoples here to achieve democratic and economic progress 


14 \ 
~~ ~ 
nreatened the natio 


whe 


ved when certain Arab regimes, 


This Iranian course became more clearly estat sh 
l th the shah's government, with 


li 
ed by the Sadat regime, were driven to deal wi 
complete silence from the Arab arena. This silence accompanied the occupation 
three islands, and it accompanied the landing of forces in Oman, as if 
the area had become completely open before the shah and his might supported 
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nere is also a bond of sympathy between the Shi'ite groups and the Iranian 
revolution, because it is also an Islamic revolution whose leadership and 
masses are primarily members of the Shi'ite sect. But this sympathy is now 
revolutionary in nature, while in the past the colonialist powers and the 
previous regime had taken advantage of the deepening of this matter and had 
tried to create insularity within the Gulf countries--and especially in 
Kuwait and Bahrain- between the Sunnis and the Shi'ites and between citizens 
with Arab origins and citizens with Iranian origins. Moreover, they had 
tried to put themselves in a position of guardianship over members of the 
Shi'ite sect and citizens with Iranian origins in order to create certain 
feelings of pride so that these groups would be directly and indirectly 
subordinate to them. 


We found that many communities and many of the leaders made an effort to 
defend the regime of the shah. What the Iranian revolution has done indi- 


rectly is to help remove the internal barriers within the Gulf communities, 
open the doors to social cohesion and transcend the sectarian barriers to 
form a big national grouping made up of all the groups and sects of this 


area, which works to the advantage of the realization of popular demands, 
the granting of public freedoms, the achievement of democracy, the realiza- 
tion of economic and social progress and the fulfillment of the demand ror 
justice in society. I believe that this is one of the central effects of 
the Iranian revolution which has truly upset the balance and the equations 
in the area in favor of the popular forces. 


3. ‘sAbd-al-'Aziz Mahmud, NLF-Bahrain 


Without repeating what my brothers Se'id Mas'ud and ‘Abdaliah have said, 
the Iranian revolution has had many effects on the area. 


From the ally of Israel, Iran has been transformed into the ally of the 
Arab peoples, and especially the Palestinian people. Moreover, the elim- 
ination of the role of policeman in tne Gulf area is not a trivial thing. 
Moreover, as an Islamic revolution in an aree whose rulers claim to be 
interested in Islam and reliance on the Islamic religion, as Saudi Arabia 
ioes, the Iranian revolution has caused particular embarassment for these 


rulers. At the same time, the Iranian revolution has shuffled the cards 
for imperialist schemes, both on the level of the Arab world and on the 
Gulf level. On the other hand, we believe that whatever negative changes 


nay occur within Iran, we feel that from the military standpoint Iran will 
be frozen militarily in the wake of the revolution and will not play any 
role like that which it played during the days of the shah, and this is 
aturally to the advantage of the struggles of our peoples. 


4s Gulf forces, we met the revolution with open arms, especially since the 
revolution had a profound democratic and mass character and is a revolution 
which is marked by hostility to imperialism, and especially American imper- 
ialism, for the sake of regaining national resources and eliminating the 
lictatorial system, and for the sake of democracy--or in other words, a 











revolution which has the same problems which in one form or another have 

beer) raised in the past and are still being raised by us as Gulf national- 
ist forces. All of us yore from these problems in almost every state in 
the Gulf and the Peninsula, whether it be American imperialist hegemony or 
existing precepts or a democracy which means the loss of democratic freedoms. 


From this standpoint, of course, we view tne Iranian revolution with enthus- 
iasm. But in order to avoid repeating the positive things which my brothers 
talked about, we will mention the other aspect, some of the trends and nega- 
tive things which are occurring. 


Imperialism, and especially American imperialism, has in the course of 30 
years formed an organization like SAVAK which includes hundreds of thousands 
of individuals who are deeply embedded in many facets of social life. These 
individuals have tried to adapt to the new situation and penetrate even the 
committees of the revolution. They are attempting to change the course of 
the revolution and preoccupy it with matters other than the goals for which 
the revolution was carried out. This has undoubtedly had an effect on the 
Gulf in one way or another. 

We recall the negative aspect which concerned us in Bahrain, namely, the 
irresponsible statements of some clergymen or nonclergymen, such as al-Ruhani, 
or certain officials. We consider these statements whicn lay claim to Bahrain 
to be negative factors which are not in the interests of the Iranian revolu- 
tion or the Bahraini people. They have given the authorities, imperialism 

and reactionism in the area an opportunity not only to launch a campaign 
againct the nationalist forces within Bahrain, but to launch a campaign of 
insult and confusion against the lranian revolution itself, regardless of 
whether the statements came from people in authority or out of authority. 
Local reactionary elements have taken advantage of these statements to revive 
the "Gulf security" scheme under the guise and pretext of the new Iranian 
threat to the Arab identity of Bahrain. 


We feel that the positive effect of the Iranian revolution will be stronger, 
as Sa'tid said, when their internal problems are solved on the basis of the 
principles for which the revolution was carried out, which are the elimina- 
tion of dictatorship, the strengthening of democratic life, the elimination 
of imperialist control over national resources and the extension of the hand 
of the revolution to the nationalist forces in the Gulf. This is the most 
important thing, especially since we in Bahrain believe that the solution to 
our problem in Bahrain lies in the unity of the nationalist forces on the 
basis of the proposed nationalist program, and that by relying on democracy 
and extending its hand to the nationalist forces in the Gulf, the Iranian 
revolution is putting itself on the right track. 


4, Yahya al-Shami, YAR Democratic Nationa’ Front 


lt can be ~ ed plainly that the Iranian revolution has changed the balance 
of forces within the area. The downfall of the fascist military regime in 








Iran means the downfall of one of the great strongholds subject to imperial- 
ism in the area. 


With regard to its direct ef*ect or influence on Yemen and North Yemen in 
particular, this is reflected in the fact that the anticipated threats 
against the Democratic National Movement in North Yemen and the democratic 
government in the south of the country no longer exist. 


We recall that in 1976 the shah made the statement to the Kuwaiti newspaper 
AL-SIYASAH that he was ready to send forces to the north to strike at any 
unrest in this part of Yemen if Saudi Arabia did not play a role in this 
connection. 


Moreover, Iran--the shah--proposed that one of his tasks was, of course, to 
resist the PDRY in an effort to confront the nationalist and democratic move- 
ments which existed in the Gulf and Peninsula areas in general, and in an 
effort to create the impression that the PDRY was the cause of these move- 
ments. Undoubtedly, the Iranian revolution's ability to solve the social 
problems and its ability to root out the remnants of the previous regime 

and its links with imperialism will provide a more ample opportunity for 
creative and revolutionary cooperation between the sides within the national- 
ist and democratic movement in the Gulf and the Peninsula and the Iranian 
revolution. There is also a direct effect from the moral standpoint which 
was recognized by the masses of our people in Yemen, namely, the power of 

the imperial regime in Iran and the fact that it fell before the peaceful 
explosions and revolutions of the people. This raised the moral spirit of 
the masses in North Yemen and thus strengthened their optimism about the 
future. 


My assessment is that all of us in the Gulf and the Peninsula must search 
for the appropriate forms and means to provide a tangible link between the 
Iranian revolution and our democratic movements and organizations in the 
Gulf and the Peninsula. 


The nationalist movement in the Gulf and the Peninsula and the Iranian revo- 
lution must immediately take the initiative to achieve such a link. Imper- 
ialism, reactionary elements and the remnants of the imperial regime in Iran 
have initiated a series of actions aimed at the Iranian revolution on the 
domestic plane and on the plane of the Iranian revolution's relationship with 
the peoples of the area. This is reflected in the statements which have been 
issued by some suspicious elements at the heart of the Iranian revolution-- 
elements which we do not doubt at all are strongly linked with the previous 
regime, the former Iranian intelligence agency SAVAK and imperialist intelli- 
gence. This has been alluded to in statements made by individuals in the 
leadership of the Iranian revolution, in addition to and in confirmation of 
what the brothers who spoke before me brought out. 


In addition to what has already been said, I have two remarks: 








The first is that after the downfall of the shah's regime, we as nationalis 
and democratic forces in the Gulf and the Peninsula must realize that world 
imperialism under the leadership of the United States of America will inten- 
sify its support for Saudi reactionism so that the Saudis can assume an 
additional role which will make up for the loss that occurred with the out- 
break of the [Iranian revolution. 


This matter must be taken into consideration. 


My second remark confirms what some of my comrades have said about the exist- 
ing relations among the nationalist sides in the Gulf and Peninsula area. 
These relations are good from the moral standpoint, but they are still weak. 
However, the source of this weakness lies in circumstances which relate to-- 
or difficulties whicn hinder--our capability for movement and contact. We 
must bear in mind this difficulty, the source of which is the lack of the 
necessary and, in our view, possible unity among all the nationalist and 
democratic forces which exist separately in each of the various countries 

of the Gulf and the Peninsula. Therefore, to achieve a better relationship 

on the level of the Gulf and the Peninsula, it becomes necessary and impera- 
tive that the maximum tireless and diligent efforts be made to create stronger 
relations among the sides in every country within the framework of agreed-upon 
front action, i.e., an agreed-upon minimum framework. If these groupings had 
front forms, then our ability to make contact on the levei of the Gulf and the 
Peninsula would be facilitated. We recall from practical experience a dou- 
bling of efforts, even on the level of mutual contacts among our organizations 
in various areas of the Gulf and the Peninsula. We must work with determina- 
tion and earnestness, and we point especially and frankly to the importance 

of efforts on the part of the nationalist and democratic organizations in 
ba@nrain. 


fusayn Musa, Popular Front-Bahrain 


in addition to the fact that the Islamic revolution in Iran represents a 
‘hange in the balance of forces in the area, it also adds another point 
pertaining to this matter. This point is that the Gulf security alliance 
in its previous form is no longer before us, since Iran was the military 
cornerstone and Saudi Arabia the political cornerstone of this security 
alliance, and the departure of the regime of the shah tore down one of the 
main pillars on which it rested. However, it is certain that the alliance 
will be reconsidered on the basis that it be an Arab security alliance. 
Also, a substitute in this area for the regional role which Iran had played 
will inevitably be sought, and | believe that the Sadat regime is now being 
put forward by the United States to play the role of substitute on the basis 
of the new accords. This is the American-Israeli-Egyptian alliance. 


in addition to what has already been presented, the Islamic revolution in 
[ran has generated a climate similar to that generated by Nasirism, in the 
sense that it has spread an atmosphere of zeal among simple, ordinary men, 
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because the concept which the revolution in Iran has put forward is close 
to the mind of tne citizen and close to the political consciousness in the 
region. The reactionary organizations or regimes cannot question this 
revolution, because it is a revolution which puts forware the principle of 
lcslam, and the recimes in our area claim to be under the aegis of Islan. 
When a revolution comes in the name of Islam to change and sweep away u 
regime whicn is an agent of America and propose a new line--propose the 
need for change in the area--the regimes carinot oppose it directly. For 
this reason, we have seen the confusion in circles within the Gulf regimes 
vis-a-vis the revolution in Iran. They cannot withhold its news and its 
statements. They cannot blackout as they have done successfully in the 
past many of the revolutionary ideas and theories put forward. 


This is one side of the matter. On the other side, the revolution has 
created a climate in which the ordinary citizen has begun to follow radio 
broadcasts, to follow the revolution and its developments and repercussions. 
The revolution has become the talk of the street, and we see its effect in 
the mentality of the ordinary citizen and in the outbreak of spontaneous 
demonstrations. 


With respect to us in Bahrain, this was surprising, because from 1972 until 
the present not a single demonstration had broken out. Thus, the outbreak 
of a demonstration with thousands of people was a surprise. But it indicated 
the new morale and the new feeling among the people. 


The revolution has kindled a new zeal among the people, and it has kindled 
conflicts. And the conflicts exist, certainly. It has made the people hate 
these regimes. Their sympathy for change in the area existed, but the revo- 
lution unveiled it. Thus, we observed the spontaneous movement of the people, 
which was an expression of their solidarity--not only their solidarity with 
the revolution in Iran and the Palestinian revolution, but they express local 
feelings, democratic feelings, feelings hostile to America, the elimination 
of American principles and the American presence. 


Moreover, the revolution in Iran has put an important question before the 
clergymen: Is their responsibility just formal? Is the clergyman's mission 
just the religious observances and a life of piety? Or is the clergyman's 
responsibility to be at the center of the concerns of society, the rights of 
the people and the rights of the oppressed ordinary citizen whom he must 
represent? 


This revolution has imposed choices on the clergyman. He can choose to be 
either on the side of the people or on the side of the rulers. This is 

really an important issue for us, because it has placed the nationalist 
movement in Bahrain in a confrontation with the Shi'ite religious movement. 
The government has succeeded in fabricating a struggle between the religious 
movement represented by the Religious Assembly and the nationalist movement 
through the death of the journalist ‘Abdallah al-Madani. Under the pretext 

of the death of the journalist ‘Abdallah al-Madani, who was one of the Shi'ite 
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religious leaders, a campaign was launched against the nationalist movement; 
two members of the movement, Sa‘id al-"Uwaynati and Muhammad Bujiri, were 
killed; and there were arrests and a phase of repression. 


Actually, the nationalist movenent in Bahrain had not wanted this, and had 
been asserting that its battle was with imperialism and its military and 
economic presence ar political control, and that its conflict was with 


reactionism. But tne revolution in Iran put this question before the 
clergymen: What is your mission? Are you on the side of your people or 
are you on the side of the rulers and their propagandists? 


A sorting process is now occurring in the religious movement. In Bahrain 
we find an effective religious movement, especially from the men of the 
second rank, who have no interests in the regime. They have siaed with 
their people and the nationalist movement, and we now consider them within 
the nationalist ranks. There will remain a wing of the clergy which is on 
the side of the authorities--inside the structure of the regime. 


Ine course of the revolution in Iran is not in our hands. Certainly, no 
revolution travels in a straight line. The revolution will inevitably take 
some twists and turns. We feel that despite all the negative things which 
accompany the revolution in Iran, we see its positive aspects in the fact 
Lnat it has torn down the pillar of imperialism and has changed from a 
regime in the service of American imperialism to a regime which is the 
enemy of American imperialism, a friend of the Arab people and a supporter 
of their central cause, the cause of Palestine. To be sure, the success 
of the revolution in Iran lies in finding a solution for the difficulties 
it is facing. These are not difficulties which are found only in Iran, 
however, but difficulties which are present in all the underdeveloped 
states, including our country. For examp] , in Iran there is an Arab 
nationality alongside other nationalties, and they also exist in the Gulf. 
There have always been ties Linking the Arabs, Ahvaz and the Arabs of the 
Gulf. lran's success in solving the ethnic problem will provide an illus- 
trious future for tne revolutionary movement in the area. Its success in 
solving the problem of democracy, its success in solving the economic 
problem, an economic structure independent from the capitalist states--all 
of those things would help push forward the revolutionary movement in the 
area. 


Also, the past policies of the shah have left some apprehensions among the 
Arab people in the area: the expansionist policy, the repression, the 
occupation of the islands, the threats of occupation, and so on. 


While we feel that the liberation of this area is a duty which falls upon 
the peopie of the area, putting a final end to these apprehensions would 
play a role in boosting the nationalist and progressive movement in this 
area by depriving the regimes of a perennial justification for using foreign 
forces and allusions to the Iranian threat in confirming the American pres- 
ence and in making use of a foreign presence, as Jahrain has now done by 
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bringing in Saudi forces. As is now proposed, this could develop into 
upbraiding America into not confinming its presence in the area. 


What is also sovpht is a final end to claims from individuals such as Ruhani 
whose links are well known and who have expansionist aspirations. 


Another issue can be brought out by the revolution in Iran. The revolution 
has put a challenge before the Arab regimes in general, namely, their obli- 
gation vis-a-vis the Palestinian cause, or their obligation vis-a-vis tte 
Arab-Zionist-imperialist struggle. The revolution has taken practical 
measures including the matter of cutting off the oil and cutting off dipvlo- 
matic and commercial relations with Israel. This puts a challenge before 
the Arab regimes and give us a pretext to say: "Be my guest! Iran, a non- 
Arab state, is taking measures which are more practical than yours.” 


What is now before us in Bahrain as a first step is the establishment of a 
democratic nationalist grouping. Because throughout the recent period, some 
forms of relations have been established among the nationalist forces, but 
they have not progressed to the establishment oi an organization with clear 
relations and a clear program. We have raised the important matter of 
establishing a democratic nationalist grouping based on a minimum program 
which would bring together all the nationalist and democratic forces. 
Actually, we are guided by the experience of Kuwait, which we consider a 
model for us. 


The other issue we raise is on the level of the Gulf and the Peninsula. 
Actually, all of us agree that the nationalist forces in the Gulf and the 
Arabian Peninsula share certain tasks, and tha* there are bonds which link 
the people of this area with one another. We feel that the present state 
of fragmentation is a temporary state and one which is not in the interests 
of the people of the area and is not in keeping with the aspirations of the 
people of the area. We believe that it is possible to reach a higher form 
of relations among the nationalist forces in the Gulf and the Peninsula than 
we have at present. What has been accomplished is good and excellent, but 
wnat is required from us is a model so that our strugele and the relations 
and organizational forms which we create are in keeping with the challenges 
before us. 


6. ‘Abd-al-Wakil al-Sururi, Yemeni Socialist Party 


The matters which the seminar has touched on are based on the assumption 
that the Gulf and Arabian Per insula area is one of the hot areas. The fact 
is that prior to the Iranian revolution the PDRY was in constant opposition 
to the agent regime in Iran. The PDRY was always on the side of the nation- 
alist and democratic forces in Iran and in opposition to the policy and 
regime of the shah. From the first, the party, government and people of 
Yemen have been on the side of the Iranian revolution. We consider the 
Iranian revolution to be one of the important historic events of the modern 
era. By rights, the political and economic balances for the Arabs and the 
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world were upset. We believe that the lranian revolution is still young, 


Qand that all of the nationalist and democratic forces must stand beside 
the iranian revolution with the perseverence and determination of revolu- 
ionaries. Because ever since its victory over the regime of the shah, 
he Iranian revolution has proclaimed fundamentally and clearly its opposi- 
tion to imperialism, reactionism and Zionism and has taken practical steps 
in this regard. The most prominent example of this is its unlimited support 
and umwavering position in favor of the Palestinian revolution under the 
ip of the PLO, as well as its cutting off of oil sales to racist 
regimes such as those of South africa and Israel. Moreover, we say that 
Iran is not detached from the d iculties which surround the Gulf and the 
Feninsula, and therefore we and the Iranian revolution are fighting in the 
same trench, our difficulties and ;roblems are the same, and we must work 
together through democratic dialogs to solve and settle any breaches which 


occur. 
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NORTH AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIETS 


MOROCCO REFUSES SAHARAN CONCESSION--Paris, 4 Jan--Question: Relations with 
Sigeria are constantly deteriorating because of the Sahara affair. How do 
you think this conflict could be solved? Answer: You must not think for 

a moment that such a deep-seated, crucial and emotional national issue 
could be solved by any Moroccan concession on the territorial level. We 
have advocated setting up a system of cooperation among the states in the 
region for the people's benefits. Outside that framework, I see no 


possibility of peace. [Excerpts] [LD140917 Casablanca LE MATIN in French 
4 Jan 80 pp 1, 4 LD] 


CSO: 4400 
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MINISTER OF INFORMATION DISCUSSES CURRENT ARAB AFFAIRS, (RAN 


Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 9 Dec 79 p 5 





/article by Fathi Sharif: “Algerian Minister of Culture and Information 
in a Telk with AL -SIYASAH: United Arab Political Willpower Does Not Now 
Seem Able To Provide Alternative to Arab-Israeli Struggle"/ 


/Text/ When he called me tor an interview in the Kuwait Hilton Hotel last 
Thursday evening, a few heures af*er his arrival, I imagined that the talk 
between us, which began intensely but calmly, on everything concerning the 
Algerian revolution--its role, its position, its ideas, its stands on cur- 
rent Arab issues and the gawe of the international struggle over it--I 
imagined that after this beginning I would be able to record some observea- 
tions on my talk with hie. 


Hovever, the member of the Central Committee of the National Liberation 
Front and the Algerian minister of information and culture, Abdel-hamid 
Mehri, urgently requested that ay questions be written and specific so 

that he would be able to answer them precisely. [ said, "But your excel- 
lency the minister, I do not nave written questions with me because I let 
conversations take their course, while specifying certain important points, 
and because without e direct dialogue we will lose the element of dynamisa, 
enthusiasm--and truth!" 


The Algerian minister said, "I hope that you appreciate my position, and I 
will promise you that AL-SIYASAH will be the only paper I will talk to." 


The minister responded to AL-SIYASAH's written questions and although he 
carried out his promise and gave AL-SIYASAH this exclusive interview, it 
was far removed from the language of direct dialogue end the enthusiasm of 
encounter also. Here you have the text of the discussion: 


/Question/ The Areb citizen, Mr. minister, is now inquiring about revolu- 
tionary Algeria's role and participation in Arab national issues and prob- 
lems. Many people consider that the Algerian revolution has reduced its 
role and has become isolated from other crises and causes. What is your 
opinion on these statements? 
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/Answer/ If *..> Arab citizen is inquiring about revolutionary Algeria's 
role, this is proof of the importance which all Arabs give to the develo, 
ment of the Algerian revolution, but to judge che extent to which the 
Algerian revolution has performed its role requires that one ascertain 
what the Arab citizen expects from this revolution. What the Arab citizen 
expects from the Algerian revolution is a kind of emotional attachment 
which we appreciate and cherish, but that might not take into considera- 
tion the objective resources available, and what th: Arab citizen expects 
from the Algerian revolution might arise from circumstances conditioned by 
time or place which do not take stock of the national dimension, which is 
the only context in which the role of any Arab country can be carried out. 


The question as to whether Algeria has become isolated from other crises 
and issues requires some clarification. What crises and what issues has 
Algeria been remote from? Algeria's remoteness from some crises might be 
positive in the general national view and its remoteness from some other 
crises might just be an impression because its role ia them has not been 
visible, owing to its preference to act free from publicity. 


Algeria has been and still is present in the major issues and events which 
the Arab citizen has become familiar with. It performed its role in the 
two wars the Arab nation embarked on in 1967 and 1973 and it was present 
in the Arab nation's struggle to regain its natural resources, in particu- 
lar its oil resources. It has been and still is on the side of the 
Palestinian people in their many-sided struggle against imperialism and 
Zionism, it was present with its brother Arabs in the struggles to demand 
a new international economic order, and {c was present at the dialogue be- 
tween north and south, the Arab-Europesn dialogue, and the Arab-African 
dialogue. The effort to establish Areb-African solidarity made Israel 
feel g 2at isolation on this important continent. Algerie was present in 
the struggle of perseverance and counteraction against the Casp David 
agreements and their evil effects on the Arab nation. 


In all these positions, Algeria proceeded from a deep and consciour faith 
in the unity of Arab destiny, which places the general national interest 
above the interest of the country. 


Perhaps the impression which the Arab citizen has acquired on the reduc- 
tion of the role of the Algerian revolution results from deficiencies in 
the media in the Maghreb and the Arab East in informing the Arab reader 
about what is going on in and issuing from Algeria. 


/Question/ It seems that the Western Sahara issue has become the main pre- 
occupation of the Algerian revolution. What is your evaluation of the 
Western Sahara issue among other issues? Would it be pessible to give us 
an idea of the essence ani the dimensions of the Sahara issue? 


/Answer/ As far as Algeria and the entire Maghreb area go, the issue of 
the Western Sahara is an important one, but it is not the sole 
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preoccupation of the Algerian revolution. There are many liberation 
causes in Africa and Asia which have enjoyed and always do enjoy great in- 
terest on the part of the Algerian revolution. 


However, the Western Sahara lies on Algeria's boundaries and it is naturel 
that interest in it should be great. If as far as Algeria goes it repre- 
sents a cause of uational liberation and liquidation of imperialisa, the 
essence of the problem is not manifest in some sectors of Arab public 
opinion. 


The problem of the Western Sahara today and the problem of the establish- 
ment of the state of Mauritania yesterday arise from Morocco’s demand to 
revert to what it considers its historic boundaries and its refusal to 
recognize the international boundaries which existed at independence. 
This is what is causing Morocco to jiiffer not just with Algeria but also 
with the group of African states, whose charter of unity stipulates that 
borders which existed at independence must be honored. Morocco in fact 
might be differing with all Arab countries, which were established in ac- 
cordance with borders of this kind. We can imagine the chaos and the 
dangers which Africa and the Arab world will face if every country opens 
the file on its historic borders 


/Question/ What ave the possible resolutions to the Western Sahara crisis 
and what is your view on what is being stated to the effect that war could 
flere up at any time if the arbitrators’ council meeting failse--as it is 
in fact about to’ 


/Anewer/ Algeria has no special resolution to recommend for resolving the 
Western Sahara issue. Rather, it is content with the resolution which was 
the subject of agreement among Morocco, Algeria and Mauritania before 
Morocco invaded the Western Sahara, that of enabling the people of the 
Sahara to exercise their rights to determine their destiny. If the Organ- 
ization of African Unity, the Nonaligned Conference and recently the 
United Nations General Assembly have approved this resolution, it is be- 
cause they know, through official published documents, that this resolu- 
tion always was the object of agreement at the sumeit conferences where 
the heads of the three countries of Morocco, Algeria and Mauritania wrt. 
It is this resolution whose application the arbitrators’ council which was 
formed by the Monrovia Conference called for its latest meeting when it 
requested Morocco to withdraw its forces from the whole Western Sahara, 
including the section Mauritania relinguished. 


As regards the possibility chat the scope of the conflict may be expanded, 
this will never be at the initiative of Algeria, which is carefully and 
resolutely committed to the defense of its borders only. 


/Question/ Do you bellewe chat the Sahara crisis might end up being inter- 
nationalized’ Ise there a likelihood that a summit seeting could soon be 
held between President Bend jecdid and King Hasan’ What are the bounds of 
Arab mediation which is still taking place up to now’ 














/Answer/ Attempts are being made to give the Western Sahara issue an in- 
ternational coating ia which some major powers will find an opportunity to 
defend their interests, which are certainly not Morocco’s interests, al- 
though defense of Morocco’s interests will be taken as a facade for then. 
My belief is that internacionalization or non-internationalization of the 
Sahara issue will depend on the Moroccan leaders’ estimate of the situa- 
tions and events waich the Arab region in general and the Magireb in par- 
ticular are experiencing. 


If a meeting has not taken place between King Hasan II and President 
Chadli Bendjedid, that is because it has always been placed in an errone- 
ous context aimed at convincing public opinion that the Western Sahara is- 
sue is just a dispute between Algeria and Morocco over the division of 
territorial or economic booty. If limited Arab mediation has not been 
crowned with success, that is because the Moroccan leaders for their part 
ace placing it in this context. This mediation could enjoy more success 
if it took place in a framework which took stock of the objective facts of 
the Western Sahara issue. 


/Question/ What is Algeria's evaluation of the course of joint Arab action 
now, in the light of the conclusions of the Tunis summit conference met 
ings? Why didn't President Chadli Bendjedid take part in these meetings? 


/Answer/ Joint Arab action now represents the limits which have been 
agreed upon by Arab countries; in Algeria's view (which might correspond 
to that of other Arab countries), this represents mental effort. Algeria, 
by the mature of the case, wishes Arab efforts to concur at higher, more 
comprehensive levels of action and it is striving, within the limits of 
its resources, in isolation or in solidarity with other Arab parties, to 
exert more effort to face the challenges and dangers the Arab nation is 
facing. 


President Chadli Bendjedid’s failure to attend the recent Arab cummit con- 
ference naturally has none of the significance which the Western media hav 
attributed to it. 


fQuestion/ Do you believe that the Arabs are capable o° coming up with «a 
formla or an alternative to solve the crisis of the Aravo-Israel struggle, 
Isreeli withdrawal from Arab territories, and establishment of a Palestin- 
ian state’ 


/Answer/ If capability means material and human resources and the re- 
sources of political and diplomatic action, then the capability exists. 
If ic means united Arab political will, then this capability does not now 
seem present. One cannot rule out that the development of events will 
work to make it present in the future. 


/Question/ How do you now evaluate the political role of the Palestinian 


revolution? Do you eugpase the establishment of a Palestinian American- 
© you have some other position’ 


European dialogue, or 





/Answer/ | believe chat an evaluation of the role of the Palestinian rev- 
olution must comprehend a.l aspects of the revolution if it is to approach 
the truth. To restrict oneself to evaluating political action aspects 
alone may not lead to a clear com.*otion. The role of the Palestinian rev- 
olution, which has rejected capitulationist solutions and is continuing 
the struggle against the occupier on all fronts, is a positive one on the 
general Arab level and the strategic course of this revolution's progress 
must be included with’n this general Arab conception. As for details on 
practical plans, I believe chat it is difficult to discuss chese at this 
level. 


/Question/ What are Algeria's relations now with: 


France, now thac it has been bruited about that there are disputes between 
the two countries; 


The United States of America; 
And the Soviet Union’ 


/Answer/ Our relations with other countries are founded on the principles 
of the nonaligned movement, cto woich we belong, on our desire for national 
independence in its comprehensive sense, on the establ ishment of reciproc- 
ity in various fields on a basis of interest, and on the determination of 
points of concurrence in supporting the causes of freedom and justice in 
the world, foremost among them naturally the causes of the Arab nation. 


As regards Algerian French relations, we would hope that they would be 
founded on these very principles at least if we cannot bring them to the 
level of broader and deeper cooperation. 


/Question/ What is Algeria's position now on the Islamic revolution in 
Iran? Do you expect that this revolution will be compatible with Arab 
thoughts and philosophy in the future’ 


/Answer/ Algeria considers the Islamic revolution in Iran to be a posi- 
tive event in the region because it is rectifying the balance of forces, 
which had been disrupted to the benefit of the Zionist occupation follow- 
ing the Camp David agreements. It believes that there are numerous points 
of agreement between the Arabs and the [Iranian revolution and that ic is 
necessary for the Arabs and Iran both, om their parts, to try to confine 
the negative features which have appeared or will appear in the future in 
the relations between them, to create formlations which will guarantee 
that the Arabs and [rer will join together in one front ss far as the 
Palestinian Arab cause goes, and to move Arab-Iranian relations to the 
field of fruitful cooperation based on friendship and mutual respect. 








/Question/ Do you anticipate a war between the United States and Iran in 
the light of the aggravated crisis over the American embassy in Tehran? 


/Answer/ I believe that there are early signs of hope for eliminating 
this sort of danger, through negotiations and the resolution of problems 
by peaceful means far removed from any pressure; since we believe that the 
roots of the crisis between Iran and America transcend the issue of the 
embassy, the events of modern history teach us that the great powers can 
also commit great mistakes. 


/Question/ What is Algeria's anticipated position regarding the next OPEC 
organization ministers’ council meetings? Will Algeria request a gradual 
increase in oil prices, thereby coordinating itself with the position of 
some Gulf countries? 


/Answer/ In its oil policy, Algeria always aims at a policy of consulta- 
tion and adoption of resolutions within the context of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, because it believes that this context rep- 
resents the most successful means for united action. If Algeria has some 
ideas on issues set forth at this organization's next meeting, it will pre- 
sent them in this context. 
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BAHRAIN NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT REPORTS ON DOMESTIC SITUATION 
Jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 14 Nov 79 p 3 


{[Article: "Bahrain \'ational Liberation Front's Report on Domestic Situa- 
tion; Special Characteristic of Bahrain Situation Requires Struggle That 
Is Responsibility of Bahrain National Movement Alone"™] 


[Text] Effect of Iranian Revolution on Gulf States 


An important revolutionary event such as the valiant popular revolution in 
Iran cannot but leave its important effects on the course of events in our 
country and in the Gulf area. The victory of the Iranian people's revolu- 
tion has dealt a strong slap to the face of imperialism, particularly the 
U.S. imperialism, which had turned Iran into an enormous arsenal of the 
latest weapons and into a strong arm of imperialism performing the role of 
the policeman repressing the struggles and uprisings of the area's peoples 
and nurturing the shah's chauvinist expansionist inclinations. Iran is 

no longer a stage for U.S. monitoring and intelligence activity. Moreover, 
the Iranian national leadership's decision to withdraw from the CENTO has 
caused a crack in this alliance and, thus, one of the most hated legacies 
of the cold war has come to end. 


The big slogans that united the Iranian opposition forces are the same 
slogans for which our peoples in the Gulf are struggling. Therefore, it 
has been natural for the Iranian revolution's victory to ignite our peo- 
ples' enthusiasm, to revive their determination and resolution and to 
raise their morale now that they have become confident, as a result of 
the tangible reality, that the night of terror, torture and oppression 
must come to end, regardless of how long it is. The opposite has happened 
to the reactionary regimes that are isolated from their peoples and that 
are protected with the bayonets, bases and monopolies of the Americans 
in this part of the world. The Iranian revolution has aroused horror, 
fear and confusion in the hearts of these regimes. 


This is why we have received the Iranian revolution with broad support and 
why we have viewed its victory as a great event that will have a deep im- 
pact on the future situation in our country. We have warned the govern- 
ment from the outset against efforts to contain the positive effects and 
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have urged the people's masses to get prepared for a new phase of our 
struggle for democracy. 


Relationship of Iranian Revolution With What Has Happened in Our Country 
and With Domestic Situation 


Bahrain is experiencing a stifling political, economic and social crisis. 
The masses’ living problems are very intense and the crises of high costs 
of living, housing and low wages are escalating. There is broad popular 
resentment and complaint against the government's policies and programs. 
Moreover, the state of terror, repression and the oppression of liberties 
has reached an unbearable point. The issue of the political detainees 
has become an urgent issue, considering that these detainees have spent 
long years in jail without trial and that they have remained in detention 
the maximum period stipulated by the terroristic state security law (3 
years). The question of releasing these detainees has become a popular 
demand that receives broad popular support. Broader and broader sectors 
of the masses have come to realize that a return to parliamentary life 
and the release of the democratic liberties is the only means to rescue 
the country from the dilemma in which it has been floundering since the 
reactionary campaign of 23 August 1975. Under this situation prepared 
objectively tor a move, the Iranian revolution came as a big moral boost 
and the working class has been moving since the beginning of the revolu- 
tion's triumph through a series of appeals, memorandums and demands ema- 
nating from various labor positions. The National Federation of Bahrain 
Students, a popular institution that is tantamount to a student coalition 
of all the national forces [sic], has also escalated its struggle to topple 
the tyrannical decisions adopted against the student movement, decisions 
including the one banning more than 200 students from leaving the country 
to resume their college studies. 


A new factor has also entered the situation. The presence of a religious 
leadership at the head of the Iranian revolution has motivated some reli- 
gious sectors to move as of the beginning of this summer under various 
religious slogans, some of which are not totally free of the sectarian 
breath, such as the demand that the children of each sect be taught the 
principles of their religious sect, as well as the demand calling for 
banning musical education in school and the demand for banning coeducation. 


These religious sectors have also adopted some general national slogans, 
such as those calling for reconsidering the state security law and for 
releasing the detainees. But these sectors have continued to take a cau- 
tious position toward the national movement and have not expressed any 
considerable readiness for cooperating with it because Imam Khomeyni's 
(call) has raised such slogans as: No to communism. 


Furthermore, it cannot be ignored that the statements of some religious 
Iranian leaders, especially Ayatollah Rohani's repeated statements about 
the Iranian intention to annex Bahrain to Iran, Rohani's claim that the 
Bahraini people have authorized him to speak in their name, his claim that 
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he will lead the forthcoming religious revolution in Bahrain and other 
such statements that we condemn and reject in part and parcel--it cannot 
be ignored that these statements have cast some suspicions on these move- 
ments and have given the reactionary authorities a strong pretext to 
antagonize the Iranian revolution and to prepare for a religious sedition, 
taking advantage of the fact that these religious moves have only been 
made by the Shi'ite clergymen so far and that the Sunni clergymen take a 
cautious, even hostile, position toward these moves. 


The Liberation Front is eager to reaffirm the Arabism of Bahrain and to 
underline its rejection of all the suspect allegations seeking to erace 
this Arab affiliation and speaking about our country as being a part of 
Iran. The Arabism of our country is a historical fact which we will de- 
fend and which we will not relinquish. Moreover, our people do not need 
anybody to shackle [sic] their struggle. Our national movement is the only 
side concerned with this task and it is not the business of anybody else, 
especially if he is from outside Bahrain, to claim for himself this right. 


Particular Characteristic of Bahrain 


We are also eager to underline the particular characteristic of the Bah- 
rain situation and the fact that it is different from the Iranian situa- 
tion in some respects. We are eager, consequently, to underline the 
error of the approaches that imagine that what has happened in Iran must 
happen in Bahrain, and with the same details. The sectarian structure 

of Bahrain is not the same as that of Iran. Bahrain's population is al- 
most equally divided into Sunnis and Shi'ites whereas the overwhelming 
majority in Iran is Shi'ite. This is why the movement there has assumed 
the form of a general Islamic, and not a purely sectarian, movement. But 
if the religious movement in our country continues to be confined to the 
Shi'ite clergymen, then the dangers of this movement assuming a sectarian 
character and turning at a later stage into an essentially sectarian move- 
ment are serious dangers. 





In Iran, the religious movement did not assume a leadership position in 

the revolution until it raised clear and definite democratic slogans and 
avoided focusing on the sectarian demands. Meanwhile, the religious move- 
ment in our country has started its activities with religious slogans that 
are predominantly sectarian in character. It must be noted that the reli- 
gious movement opposed to the government [did not begin] until a few months 
ago, i.e. until after the Lranian revolution's victory, and that it does 
not have a prior history of struggle like that of the religious movement in 
Iran. Rather, the religious movement in our country has had strong rela- 
tions with the government historically. Therefore, it does not have a 
revolutionary asset similar to that of the national movement. We are not 
saying here that the religious movement cannot accumulate such an asset 

in the future. 


The leadership of our people's struggle has relied throughout tens of years 
and continues to rely on the national movement which represents the inter- 
ests of the overwhelming majority of the toilers, the intellectuals and the 
small and middle bourgeoisie from both Islamic sects. 
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Truth of Situation and Struggle for Der cratic Demands 


For long years, our people and their national forces have not known the 
taste of democracy, unless we exclude the short period which the National 
Council (parliament) was destined to live. Since the arrival of Al Khalifah 
{ruling family}, our country's history has been a history of plundering, 
persecution, exploitation and suppression of public liberties. 


After Bahrain achieved its independence in 1971 in the wake of the British 
withdrawal from east of the Suez Canal and of the termination of the Iranian 
demands for Bahrain in the shah's era, the Liberation Front's diagnosis was 
that democratic liberties constituted the central link in our people's 
struggle in the current phase. This is why the front called for escalating 
the struggle for the release of public liberties, for a parliament elected 
by the people and for labor and professional unions. Our participation 

in the National Council elections embodied this direction. The crushing 
victory scored by the people's bloc that we supported and the commendable 
role that this bloc played inside the council to expose the government's 
policy and to defend the people's interests and rights are well known. 


Now that the religious masses have begun the battle against the government, 
we cannot but welcome any additional voice opposing the government and its 
policy and prepared to struggle for our people's democratic goals and for 
social progress. To prevent the government and the Americans from divert- 
ing the struggle from its true goals and its right path, we call for unit- 
ing the demands and concentrating them in the following points: Restoring 
parliamentary life, releasing the political detainees and prisoners, re- 
leasing the public liberties and abolishing all the laws, decrees and 
measures shackling the public liberties, especially the state security law, 
and liquidating the U.S. military presence in the country. 


The current situation in our country is extremely tense. The government 
has suppressed the religious demonstrations brutally and has arrested more 
citizens, some of whom are still in jails. The country is under conditions 
that are very close to a state of emergencies. Riot control squads and 
police patrols roam the country and the streets of the capital and the 
Saudi troops that have been sent to the country form a reserve force pre- 
pared to suppress any new movement. 


The unity of the national force and its agreement on a minimum-limit pro- 
gram and the escalating struggle of our masses will force the government 
to capitulate to the immediate demands of the national movement. This 
minimum-limit program will bolster the struggle solidarity of the national 
forces and will make it possible to entrench and strengthen these gains. 


Regarding National Unity 
We have already presented our position toward the issue of establishing 


the broadest national democratic alliance--an alliance meeting on the basis 
of a minimum-limit program. This was done in our national action program 
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which we presented almost a year ago to all the national torces and figures 
in our country having an interest in the struggle for democracy, for cur- 
tailing the domination of the monopolies and for following an independent 
foreign policy. 


It is our belief that this comprehensive plan is fit as a base for a dia- 
logue between us and all the nationalists and democrats opposed to the 
government in our country--a dialogue aimed at reaching a suitable organi- 
zational form for common action. 


The developments that have been and are being witnessed by our country 

must form an incentive for all concerned to overcome quickly all the diffi- 
culties and sensitivities obstructing the common national action with its 
broad spheres. 


We still say, perhaps more persistently than ever before, that there is a 
lot over which we can agree. The points of disagreement among us should 
not constitute a justification for our not agreeing over that which we are 
already in agreement. 


However, we believe the* it is not at all possible to establish a broad 
national alliance in the absence of the minimum initial coordination among 
the fundamental progressive forces. These forces in particular are the 

ones that will form the axis or pivot of any national alliance of the kind-- 
an alliance that attracts the other sectors and groups that approve the pro- 
gram agreed upon. 


Regarding Gulf Security Plan 


The Gulf security plan is a neo-old imperialist and reactionary plan. It 

is as old as the days of the dethroned shah when he was ruling with the 
force of the military and economic power that he possessed and when he was 
playing the fundamental role in preparing for a military and security treaty 
among the Gulf countries with the aim of besieging the popular movements 

in the area and of posing a threat to the progressive regime of the PDRY. 
The need for this treaty became more urgent after the revolutionary devel- 
opments in Ethiopia and the talk about this treaty was coupled at the time 
with the talk about a Red Sea security plan. 


In the period when the Iranian revolution was aflame and when the shah was 
a hair's breadth from falling, an active call was raised for a meeting of 
the Gulf rulers, vithout Iran, to study the means to take precautions 
against the flames of the Iranian revolution that could extend to their 
countries. 


The plan is also new because when the shah fell and Bahrain and other coun- 
tries of the area started to experience widespread activities heralding a 
development in these countries, this call [for a Gulf security treaty] was 
revived anew, and more seriously this time, to speed up the creation of an 
alliance of this kind to realize the well-known and suspect g° ols. 
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The statements of Rohani and of some rightist circles in Iran flow into 
the mill of these activities because they provide a sufficient cover for 
this movement that seeks to bring about this military treaty which will 
constitute a serious obstacle in the face of our peoples" struggles. 


One of the suspect formulas being advocated for preserving the Gulf security 
is the one that is proposed by Qabus [sultan of Oman] and that gives the 
United States and the European countries the right to violate our area's 
territorial waters on the pretext of protecting the Strait of Hormuz by the 
countries that use this strait. Qabus, this agent who has sold his country 
to the Americans and the British, wants to give the imperialist presence in 
the area the quality of a “legitimate presence” so as to protect his rule 
with American bayonets from the escalating struggle led by the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Oman. 


The announcement on the dispatch of Saudi forces to Bahrain and the offers 
made here and there to send forces to our country on the pretext of defend- 
ing Bahrain are an example of what services this alliance [treaty] can of- 
fer the imperialist and reactionary plans in the area. 


It is our assessment that Saudi Arabia may exploit this situation and turn 
Bahrain into its permanent military base. We demand that the Saudi forces 
be withdrawn from our country and we condemn all the offers and forms of 
intervention being presented to the Bahrain authorities by the various reac- 
tionary states. 


We also condemn the suspect endeavors to bring the Gulf security alliance 
into existence and condemn the recent forms of military cooperation among 
the Gulf countries, as well as the Qabus plan, because they are plans aimed 
against our peoples’ struggle and serving the plans of the imperialist and 
reactionary circles in the area. 


Al-Sadat's Statements and Aid 


The staiements of al-Sadat regime on its readiness to send forces to Bah- 
rain to assist it in the face of the Iranian danger, as this regime claims, 
cannot be taken lightly. Al-Sadat is seeking rehabilitation through these 
offers, now that he has been isolated at the Arab level. He is also seek- 
ing a role in the Gulf. This offer is in harmony with al-Sadat's dispatch 
of his forces to replace the Iranian forces withdrawn from Oman. 


Moreover, al-Sadat is maneuvering to shake the minimum-limit [resolutions] 
reached by the Raghdad summit with his attempt to lure reactionary circles 
which participat -d in that summit, such as Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, to 
support him in eturn for his readiness to serve them. 


We take the Egyptian statements seriously and stress the need for struggle 
against any form of tgyptian military intervention in our country. 
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Our peoples and their national forces do not stand alone. The Arab na- 
tional liberation movement, of which we constitute a part, all the freedom 
and peace-loving peoples, especially the socialist organization and its 
vanguard--the Soviet Union--will give us support aud backing. We are con- 
fident of a bright and luminous morrow which will shine on the Gulf wnen 
our peoples will have the say. 


From AL-HURRIYAd 
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BAHRAIN FINANCE TAKES OVER BEIRUT ROLE 
London AL-DUSTUR in Ara vic 19-25 Nov 79 pp 39-40 


[Article by Rashid al-Rashid: “Comparison Between Banking Systems in Bah- 
rain and Lebanon; Bahrain Currency Market Surpasses Beirut Market; Lebanese 
Banks Move Abroad; Surpluses Invested at Loss"] 


[Text] Perhaps one of the most important, and most indicative, new eco- 
nomic phenomena is this fast development of the bahrain banking system and 
the nature and goals of this development. A little has been written on 
this topic, even though this phenomenon reflects a i\egative and attritive 
trend that undermines the Arab monies, or the so-called “petro-dollars." 
Numerous warnings have been voiced on maintaining the Arab funds in Europe 
and the United States. But this metter is still eas’, it even turns into 
a result, compared to the re-format.on of our interni:] economic structures 
on the hands of the international monopolies. 


Before 1973, Bahrain had no noteworthy banking or financial importance. 
Bahrain produces no significant amount of oil, its refinery lives on Saudi 
oil and its resources are as small as its population. This is why before 
1973 Bahrain did not even think of setting up a central bank. The oldest 
bank still in operation is the Bahrain National Bank which dates back to 
1957 only and which was set up with a capital of just 1 million Bahraini 
dinars. 


What happened after 1973 for Bahrain to assume this importance and to be- 
come the central point of attraction for the major world financiers? The 
answer is well-known. The adjustment of oil prices diminished a little 
the profits and revenues of the rich countries and the dollars accumulated 
by the oil exporting countries have had to go back to their sources. This 
is what is known as recycling "the surpluses." We know that the major 
part of these dollars belongs to the Gulf oil exporting countries. These 
countries are basically saturated insofar as their consumption is con- 
cerned. Within the existing equations, these countries find no spheres 
for the investment of their revenues, thus causing their foreign assets 

to rise to 97 percent of the OPEC's total foreign assets. Consequently, 
the foreign assets of Kuwait, Qatar, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE rose from 5.4 billion dollars in 1972 to 98 billion in 1978. 
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So, there are billions of dollars in the Gulf and this is the reason for 
setting up the most advanced banking system in Bahrain. The direction is 
intentional and the option is premeditated, as we shall see. The monopolies 
have pursued and will continue to pursue these funds the way a cat chases 
a piece of fat. If the monopolies cannot acquire these funds through the 
door, then they will try to get them through the window. This is an evi- 
dent example that again discards those capitalist definitions given for 
economic backwardness, including the weakness of the banking system and 
the weakness of the financial markets. The example of Bahrain proves in- 
disputably that the imperialist interests are the cause of the weakness 
and fragmentation of the markets that these interests do not need and that 
we do need and of the vigor and progress of the markets that these imperi- 
alist interests need and that we do not need. 


Suddenly in 1973, the law establishing the central bank under the name of 
the Bahrain Currency Establishment was promulgated. Within few years, 

the banking system develops to reach the level of the most advanced in- 
ternational banking systems. The number of current banks is estimated 

at 110 banks, i.e. a bank for every 2,800 citizens, and the banking sys- 
tem enjoys a flexibility and facilities unequalled in the world. This is 
reflected by the creation of free offshore zones that deal only in foreign 
currencies, especially the dollar (i.e. the petro-dollar) which constitutes 
70 percent of the total non-Bahraini currencies in circulation. These mar- 
kets [zones] enjoy full tax exemptions, the absence of any form of control 
over foreign transactions and the absence of all requirements for monetary 
reserves so that these banks operating in the free zones may be able to 
bring money into Bahrain and move it out of it to the international finan- 
cial centers with utter freedom. The number of active banks completely 
specialized in this type of operations is 54 banks that engage in opera- 
tions with which the Bahraini citizens have nothing to do. Their opera~ 
tions are confined to the “outside world" of the Gulf and the “outside 
world” of the financial centers. Added to these banks is the major num- 
ber of the other banks that engage in the operations of the offshore bank- 
ing units, in addition to their other banking activities. All that is 
required to set up an operational banking unit is to pay a fee of 25,000 
dollars. The meagerness of this sum is exposed by the volume of the cur- 
rent transactions. The 1978 assets of 42 banks in the free zone were 
estimated at 23.4 billion dollars, a sum representing fourfold the assets 
accumulated in the area in 1976. The rise in the assets did not stop un- 
til 1979, thus compelling the Bahrain Currency Establishment to stop issu- 
ing new licenses because the market became saturated, according to what 
the establishment has said. Despite this, the reason may have been the 
relative decline in the value of the assets as a resuit of the relative 
stability of the oil prices throughout 1978. This is why it is said that 
the establishment recently approved licenses for the branches of three 
foreign banks and for a number of offices of the Japanese Banking Consor- 
tium out of its obvious eagerness that all the international interests be 
represented in this market. 
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Comparing this situati-- with the most advanced banking center in the Arab 
homeland, namely Leba: will demonstrate the importance of this leap or 
this push that has be. -:ealized by the Bahrain banking svsten. 


Lebanese Banks 


The number of banke in Lebanon at present is 79 banks, to which 38 repre- 
sentative offices are added. This figure is close to the number of current 
banks in Bahrain, as we have already seen. The only difference is that this 
Lebanese banking system has been built over 50 years whereas building the 
Bahrain banking system has not taken more than 5 years. Besides, the events 
of the Lebanese war compelled a number of Lebanese banks to move their 
centers of activity to where their clients have immigrated, i.e. to Europe. 
Consequently, 13 Lebanese banks have opened branch offices in Europe and 

the total deposits in these branches have amounted to 6 billion Lebanese 
pounds, i.e. ome half the total deposits in Lebanon. In other words, these 
banks have either followed their clients or have .sturned to their posi- 
tions. Thus, the catastrophes of some people have turned into the bless- 
ings of others. Perhaps what is more important than all this is that the 
assets of the commercial banks in Lebanon did not exceed in September 1978 
the sum of 18,129,000,000 pounds, i.e. four times less than the assets of 
the banks operating in the Bahrain free market, and so forth. 


Why Bahrain? 


A quick glance at the banking and economic, and even political, structures 
in each of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the UAE is guaranteed to provide the 
full answer to this question. 


The Kuwait financial system bans the operation of non-Kuwaiti banks [sic] 
and this eliminates any possibility of performing this role, i.e. the role 
of a petro-dollar accumulation center before the departure of these dollars 
to the outside world. As for Saudi Arabia, it suffers from the inadequacy 
of its banking system and from the inflexibility of its structure and its 
modes of operation in this regard. This lets the real option stand between 
the UAE and Bahrain. A rivalry did actually arise between the two coun- 
tries--a rivalry that is still present--even though Bahrain scored the 
victory because of the following factors: 


l. Bahrain enjoys excellent relations with the other Gulf states. It is 
the pampered son, especially of Saudi Arabia which is the biggest owner of 
“surplus” monies. There are no border or political problems between Bah- 
rain and any Gulf state connected with the petro-dollars. 


2. The UAE is st‘ll suffering from the disunity [tamafsul, a word which 
does not exist in the Arabic language] of its emirates. There are organi- 
zational and political problems for which no solutions have been found yet. 
Despite the presence of the system of (banks with restricted licensing) 
which represent free operation zones--offshore operations--and despite the 
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development of these zones, other factors recently motivated the UAE to 
close the door in the face of establishing more banks. The UAE's motives, 
according te the UAE, are to encourage national participation in the bank- 
ing sector and to stop the enormous increase in the number of banks in a 
small country with vast oil resources. 


3. The Government of Bahrain has devoted special g:tention to setting up 
and developing the free zones, considering that this will constitute the 
main source [of income] for the coumtry. 


4. In accordance with article 56 of the Bahrain Currency Establishment 
Law, Bahrain exempts the foreign establishments from the requirement of 
being joint-stock companies. This requirement is applied to the Bahraini 
citizens who wish to operate in the banking field. This exemption facili- 
tates matters greatly for the foreign banks because all they have to do 

in this case is pay the foundation costs which do not exceed 25,000 dollars, 
as we have already pointed out. Meanwhile, the UAE law does not state 
this exemption frankly. Rather, the context of paragraph A of article 30 
requires implicitly that an individual operating in the banking sphere 
have the status of company when the paragraph says: “While taking cogni- 
zance of the stipulations of article 2, any company wishing to engage in 
banking operations in the UAE...” In any case, the current situation 
proves that Bahrain was chosen originally as the meeting point of the 
international monopolies. It is the station in which all the petro- 
dollars gather on their way to London, Paris, New York, Frankfurt, Zurich, 
Singapore, Hong Kong and Tokyo. 


A quick glance at the Bahraini banks will demonstrate what positions the 
foreign wolves occupy in this system. Im the Central Bank, where the 
financial secrets and the supreme policy are found, (Allan Moore) holds 
the position of the first adviser. Two of the five commercial banks in 
operation have foreign financial participation. The managers of four of 
these five banks are foreigners. Foreigners occupy the chair of chairman 
of the board of directors in three out of the five banks, not to mention 
the membership of the boards of directors of which only one board has no 
foreigners. 


in addition to the commercial banks, there are the branch offices of the 
joint Arab-foreign banks, such as the Arab-European Bank and the union of 
Arab-French banks. Then come the branch offices and representative offices 
of the foreign banks, totaling in number 54 establishments which include 
the major international banks, such as the Chase-Manhattan Bank, the Bank 
of America, City Bank and so forth. The fact that this large number of 
major banks have turned to Bahrain is in itself an indication of the iapor- 
tance of the issue. The cat, as we have already said, chases the piece 

of fat and the piece of fat is big, very big, here. To realize how enor- 
mous is the issue, it is enough for us to review the totals of some “Gulf” 
loans during last August and September: 
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total of 1,384,500,000 U.S. dollars. 
total of 40 million Canadian dollars. 
total of 31,640,000 French francs. 
total of 2.65 million Egyptian pounds. 
total of 53 million Kuwaiti dinars. 
total of 25 million pounds Sterling. 
total of 250 million Deutschemarks. 
total of 575 million Saudi riyals. 
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These are enormous examples of the monies that can be acquired through loans 
alone, mot to mention the various joint projects and investments. The cost 
of the petro-dollars is very low. A study published by the First National 
Bank of Chicago shows that the pr »fits made on the investment of the foreign 
assets of the four Gulf countries mentioned below amounted to 7,448,800,000 
dollars in 1977 compared to 583 million dollars in 1972, as demonstrated in 
the following chart: 


Foreign Assets and Profits Realized 1972-1977 
In Millions of Dollars 











1972 
Foreign Assets Profits Percentage 
Kuwait 2,418 410 
Qatar 414 28 
Saudi Arabia 2,303 125 
UAE 30 20 
Total 5,435 583 10.73 
1977 
Foreizn Assets Profits Percentage 
Kuwait 22,000 2,111 
Qatar 2,562 157.8 
Saudi Arabia 66,000 4,447 
UAE 7,570 731 
Total 98,132 7,448.8 7.59 


It is thus evident that the interest rate dropped from 10.7 percent in 1972 
to nearly 7.6 in 1977. This percentage, which constitutes a cost to the 
borrower, is much smaller than what the capital borrowed in the European 
markets and others yields. Moreover, this percentage is much lower than 
the inflation rates that erode the value of the dollar. This ultimately 
means that these profits constitute for us an outwardly profit and an ac- 
tual loss, contrary to what they show on the other side--namely ar out- 
wardly loss and an actual profit. 
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A profound study of the Bahraini banking system and observation of this 
system's indicators will reveal the real directions of the petro-dollars 
and of the movement of the monopolies toward these dollars. Furthermore, 
this system is an important indicator of numerous local and international 
economic facts. The decline of the number of dollars in comparison to the 
total assets in the Bahrain free zones from 70 percent to 63 percent last 
May, for example, and the expanding influence of the Saudi riyal and of 
the Kuwaiti dinar and their intensifying role in the Euro-market are an 
indicator of the position of the dollar in the wake of its successive 
crises and of the increased speculation role of wealthy Arabs in the inter- 
national financiai markets. An example of this is that the bond issues in 
Kuwaiti dinars have amounted to 56 issues valued at 1.5 billion dollars 
ama that the Kuwaiti establishments have offerec 11 (issues), valued at 
900 million dollars, to foreign borrowers. 


The Bahraini banking system is a point where all the contradictions are 
exposed. From now on, this system is the indicator for first-rate eco- 
nomic and political facts. 
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EGYPT 


MEANS TO CONFRONT ZIONIST PROPAGANDA PRESCRIBED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic 14 Dec 79 [Nov Issue] p 26 
{Article by Dr Muhyi-al-Din al-Alwa'i: "How Do We Confront World Zionism?"] 


[Text] Since its foundation as a political and intellectual movement, the 
goal of Zionism has been to seek to gain resolutely and ceaselessly sympathy 
for the Jews so as to squeeze the world Jewry in the land that the Jews have 
uSurped from the people of the Ara» Palestine, to enlarge the area of this 
land after completely ridding it of its native inhabitants and to attribute 
the quality of nationalism to groups of people who scattered in numerous 
homelands more than 2,000 years ago and who have always lived in total 
isolation, clinging to their religious, cultural and social customs that 

keep them from merging with other peoples for no reasons other than deception 
and trickery. 


Since the end of the last war [World War II], Zionism has been launching 

its psychological and intellectual campaigns with well-studied planning. 
Zionism first introduced into the markets war films, shot by the secret 
hands working for Zionism, about the Nazi acts against the Jews. Zionism had 
been confident that the road would be paved for it after the war to sneak 
into the conscience of the Europeans by charging their feelings with a sense 
of guilt and shame for what the Europeans had committed against the Jews. 
Zionism had also been confident that the Zionist information media would be 
then abie to exert constant, relentless and ruthless efforts to intensify 
the traces of this European persecution of the Jews so that when feelings 
succumbed to this propaganda, Zionism would start sneaking gradually into 
the souls and the minds. 


Plot and Goal 


Their [Zionists’] sole geal behind this plot was to justify their immigration 
to Palestine and their emigration from Europe and to implant in the conscience 
of the European man the Jews’ right to stability and reassurance in the young 
State of Israel, as if this state were the compensation for the persecution 
and torture that the Europeans committed against the Jewish people. 
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[The new means to which the Zionists have resorted to achieve their goals is 
their endeavors to erace completely from the minds any question regarding 
the fate of the original Palestinian Arab people on whose land the State 

of Israel has been set up after the original people had been driven out of 
this land through deception, persecution and tyranny. 


To eliminate this question from the minds, the Zionist campaigns resort to 
cwo main courses: 


The first is to claim that the Palestinian Arabs who emigrated from their 
land are now living among their brothers in an atmosphere that is right for 
them and where they receive the best treatment. 


The second is to claim that the country is small, that its resources are 
limited and that the Jews made homeless by the European war are still dreaming 
of going to Israel. This goal cannot be achieved without the departure of 

the Arabs. 


Zionism and Racism 


Zionism is thus trying to ascribe humanitarianism to its racist, aggressive 
and colonialist sectarianism and to erace the ghosts of the tragedy of the 
Palestinian Arabs from the minds of people. On the other hand, Zionism 
organizes through its numerous international papers and information media 
campaigns to urge the Jews to return to the motherland and to contribute 
funds and lives generously for this motherland. These are the broad lines 

of the means of the Zionist propaganda and efforts in the political, economic 
and intellectual fields throughout the world. 


The peoples and nations that have not studied the intricacies of this issue 
and whose minds the counter propaganda has not been able to penetrate in a 
reasonable and acceptable manner--these peoples and nations take a position 
that believes in the soundness of the Zionist propaganda. 


The question that should occur to the minds of the Arabs and the Muslims, 
rather to the mind of every free and honorable man, is: When and how do we 
confront this germ that is spread by world Zionism in the minds of people 

in all countries? When will our role rise to the level required to confront 
the Zionist danger? 





It is worth noting that justice is not achieved automatically but with 
action and ceaseless efforts. Before we move in any direction to confront 
the international Zionist media, we must take cognizance of two important 
facts that have a big impact on raising our role to the level of these media: 


|. The Zionist movement itself was founded and organized by Theodor Herzl, 
(ne skillful Austrian [Hungarian] journalist. Thus, journalism and the 
printea and visual information media have had an obvious role in strengthening 
Zionism and propagating its goals. 
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2. Zionism was primarily a movement of western Jewish academicians and intel- 
lectuals who kept up with the wheel of intellectual, political and economic 
development. These two facts indicate that the leadership of the world 
Zionist movement has been and continues to be in the hands of energetic 

and educated elements. 


Planning for Confroucation 


In the light of this reality, we must take the following observations into 
primary consideration in the sphere of confronting and answering Zionism: 


1. Devoting vigilant care to the Arab and Islamic diplomatic missions in the 
western countries so that these missions may become more capable of confronting 
the hostile propaganda emanating from Zionism and from the papers linked 

with it directly or indirectly by answering such propaganda immediately and 
with effective means. 


2. Studying the faulty concepts that Zionism has implanted in the minds and 
correcting these concepts in an educated and daring manner and through the 
various information media whose influence reaches the countries where Zionism 
moves with utter freedom. 


3. Taking advantage of the independent political elements and papers in 

these countries so that they may explain the Palestinian problem with a logical, 
objective and humane approch that is totally free of all the impurities of 
sentiments and clowning. Such an approach is very essential in the eyes of 
those who are independent and neutral. 


4. Sending capable journalists, lecturers and politicians who can communicate 
and converse with their colleagues in the languages of the countries visited 
and in the manner in which these colleagues favor so that the discussions 

and talks may help to strengthen the personal relations and to explain all 
aspects of the issues discussed. 


5. The students sent from the Arab and Islamic countries to study in countries 
where the influence of Zionism or of its supporters is present should have a 
sufficient understanding of this sensitive issue and a high degree of general 
education and of the ability to associate and mingle with people and to 
influence them by their words, deeds and ethics. 
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EGYPT 


AL-TALMASANI DISCUSSES MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD'S STATUS, ACTIVITIES, RELATIONS 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 7 Dec 79 pp 35-37 


[Interview With ‘Umar al-Talmasani, Leader of Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, 
by Nash'at al-Taghlabi;" "Umar al-Talmasani, Brotherhood Leader, to 
AL-HAWADITH: Muslim Brotherhood Will Lead Entire World"] 


[Text] Cairo--The Muslim Brotherhood supports the Iranian, Pakistani and 
Afghani revolutions and opposes the other revolutions. It also opposes 
the full recognition of Israel and the spread of Israeli goods in the 
Egyptian markets. It also considers the statement that the October war 

is the last war with Israel before the Arabs regain their full rights--a 
mistake that must be corrected. As for what is happening in Iran, it 
deserves backing and support as long as it is aimed against the enemies of 
Islam. 


The Muslin Brotherhood in Egypt is in a strange position. The Brotherhood is 
a society that has its headquarters (No 1, al-Tawfiqiyah Street) and the 
headquarters has personnel and accountants, receives money and spends money. 
Yet, the Brotherhood does not have a legally recognized status. Rather, it 
is more correct to say that it has been banned from engaging in any activity 
since the reign of the late President Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. This ban is still 
extant but is not enforced. 


The Brotherhood issues a monthly magazine under the name of AL-DA'WAH which 
carries the Muslim Brotherhood's emblem--a Green circle with its upper part 
containing God's book in red and an inscription saying "it is a venerable 


Koran." Under the book there are two intersecting swords and in the lower 
part of the circle the word "and prepare" which is the first word of the 
pirase: "And prepare for them as much strength and as many horses as you 


can so as to strike fear in the hearts of the enemy of God and your enemy." 
The magazine's slogan is that it is "the voice of right, strength and 
freedom." But this magazine's status is also illegal because it is not 
licensed officially. Still, the magazine declares in its first page: 

"Managed and supervised by ‘Umar al-Talmasani. Chief editor: Salih 'Ashmawi. 
Advertisements to be agreed upon with the management." The magazine is 
distributed in the various Arab countries, in Ethiopia, in Asmara and in 
Somalia and Freetown. 
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The Brotherhood has its groups in universities, schools and other places. 
But also the status of these groups is recognized by neither the state nor 
the Brotherhood itself. Still, in an article by ‘Abd-al-Fattah Ahmad, 
AL-DA'WAH speaks of the phenomenon of the "spread of Islamic groups in 
numerous places, the most important being universities and schools." The 
magazine adds: "These groups, when finding that they cling to religion in 
an environment that is devoid of religion (...), called themselves or were 
right to call themselves the Islamic Group, i.e., the group that adheres to 
Islam in faith and in conduct." The magazine criticizes the system of 
education in the schools “because the non-religious subject matter that these 
schools offer their students sustains no life and quenches no thirst because 
it is closer to superficiality than to objectivity." 


However, the Brotherhood refuses to resort to violence. It doesn't, for 
example, approve of the Atonement and Migration Group which assassinated 
Shaykh al-Dhahabi, a former minister of awqaf, because "even though the 
group had been formed out of zeal for Isiam, it did not provide itself with 
enough and sound religious nourishment for this task. Therefore, it was 
natural that this group would go wrong and would deviate." This is why the 
magazine calls those in charge to “adopt the members of the Islamic groups 
and to support and assist them in ~erforming their message through sincere 
ulema, original studies, sound instruction and faithful care so that they 
may form a good nucleus for an honorable Islamic society." 


Even though the Brotherhood denies or, to put it more precisely, ignores all 
the relations it has with the outside world, it lets no opportunity slip by 
without expressing its support for any Islamic movement behind the borders 
and it allows no occasion to pass without exploiting it to say through it 
what the Brotherhood does not say directly. For example, the death of 
Abu-al-'A'la al-Mawdudi, the leader of the Islamic Group [presumably meaning 
Muslim Brotherhood] in Pakistan was an occasion to say: "The advocates of 
the Islamic call are thorns in the throats of despotic rulers and they are 
not liked by pharohs, tyrants and despotic rulers." This is why "al-Mawludi 
was the object of the wrath of the rulers who accused, tried and jailed him 
without proof or evidence." The Brotherhood has further said: "In their 
tribulation from 1954 until 1974, the Muslim Brotherhood members have been 
treated like this." 





The Brotherhood supports Khomeyni's revolution through attacking the enemies 

of this revolution. Meanwhile, the Brotherhood attacks Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto 
because he persecuted the Palistani Islamic Group. As for Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq, 
"he seized power and ousted Bhutto in resporse to the Pakistani people's 
wish." Zia-ul-Haq has begun to apply the Shari'a, beginning with the 
“restriction on theft, the restriction of al.::ohol, the restriction on 

adultery and the restriction on murder" and ending with the abolition of 

usery within 3 years and applying all the teachings of the Islamic Shari'a. 


The Brotherhood even declares, quoting Mawalana al-Tafil Muhammad, the amir 
of the Islamic group in Pakistan, "the imminent creation of the Islamic 











State in Afghanistan." The Brotherhood further declares, also citing the 
same man, that the Islamic spirit that moved the youth of Iran to the holy 
struggle is "the fruit produced by Islamic writers such as Hasan al-Banna, 
Abu-al-'A'la al-Mawdudi, Sayyid Qutub, ‘Abd-al-Qadir ‘Awdah, Muhammad Iqbal 
and others." 


So, the Brotherhood does not confine its activities to Egypt alone but goes 
beyond to Arab and non-Arab spheres to re-connect the links of the call that 
were broken by the campaign that ‘Abd-al-Nasir had launched against this 
Brotherhood. The Brotherhood assures “the enemies of Islam that the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement will not die and that the Brotherhood's school is an 
institute in which all the clean Muslim youth on the face of the earth have 
studied." The Brotherhood exploits the phrase which President al-Sadat 
uttered at the People's Assembly, namely the phrase that "Islam is church 
and state," to attack those who call for separating politics from religion, 
saying that this concept is derived from "Kemal (meaning Ataturk), Turkey's 
henchman, or from ‘Abd-al-Nasir, the former dictator of Egypt or from the 
shah of Iran, the ousted tyrant of that country." AL-DA'WAH has wondered 
why the (Egyptian) information media hailed al-Azhar when it issued a 
Statement supporting the peace with Israel and why these media did not say 
at the time that religion was being involved with the heart of politics. 
AL-DA'WAH has further wondered why these media remained silent when the 
Islamic groups issued statements opposing the peace with Israel and why these 
media said at the time that there should be no religion in politics and no 
pelitics in religion! 


This is why there has been numerous questions: What is the true size of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt? Does it form a group aspiring to persuade the 
government of the need for social, political and religious abidance by the 
Islamic Shari'a or does the Brotherhood aspire to seize power so that it may 
implement the Shari'a according to its own concept of application, as has 
happened in Iran or in Pakistan (where the group operates through the govern- 
ment) or as in Afghanistan where the creation of the Islamic state is expected 
(shortly)? What is the Brotherhood's position toward the various Islamic 
movements or the movements of some Islamic groups in the Arab countries, 
especially in Syria? What are the Brotherhood's means for achieving its 
goals? Does the Brotherhood intend to codify its conditions or does its 
present situation give it greater freedom of action? These and other 
questions raised can be answered by one man only, namely ‘Umar al-Talmasani, 
the Brotherhood leader in Egypt. 


But ‘Umar al-Talmasani refuses to engage in dialogue. He is very reserved 
and his answers are so brief that they raise further questions. His argu- 
ment for his reservation and for his brief answers is that "he can only 
arswer within the limits of his information" and that "the limit of his 
irformation does not surpass the limits of his answers." 


Is this true? 





Without answering this question, we must take into our consideration that the 
Brotherhood is eager or is compelled, because of its circumstances, not to 
evoke any official reactions to its positions. Consequently, these positions 
must remain within a certain framework that does not clash strongly with 
“the Brotherhood's illegal legitimacy." The Brotherhood is not, as we have 
already pointed out, recognized officially. Therefore, it engages in its 
activities under the canopy of what the officials call “the democratic toler- 
ance" and under the canopy “of the eyes that are vigilant to every move it 
makes.” 


Consequently, we can understand--and this is a personal interpretation--the 
very brief answers given by ‘Umar al-Talmasani. Yet, these answers expose 
significant dimensions even though they are not sufficiently clear, except 

in connection with the Brotherhood's position toward the events in Iran on 

the one hand and in Syria on the other. This is a position that shows obvious 
contradiction, as we shall see later. 


Those well-informed with the Muslim Brotherhood's activities assert that the 
Brotherhood has a considerable credit in numerous circles, especially among 
the students, and that “the return to religion" which came in the wake of 
the so-called “communist dominatior" of the state's various political and 
social agencies in the 1960's could not pass without being exploited by the 
Muslim Brotherhood. These well-informed people also assert that the efforts 
exerted by the state to absorb this phenomenon through mobilizing its 
information media to respond to the religious aspirations have not borne 

all the desired fruits because these efforts had to be balanced and remote 
from radicalism, considering the dire need to establish a firm link between 
the teachings of religion and the necessities of the age. 


But this inclination has faced the strong opposition of the Muslim Brotherhood. 


It is true that the opposition has not been direct. The Brotherhood, by 
virtue of its circumstances, does not want to clash with the state. But 
it is also true that the Brotherhood'’s opposition is clear through its 
confrontation of any call underlining the impossibility of dropping the 
necessities of the age from the sphere of applying the Islamic Shari'a. 


For example, the Brotherhood accuses Dr Mustafa Mahmud, a modern advocate of 
Islam, because he states that the Islamic rule and Shari'a cannot be 
established in this age without iron repression and terror. The Brotherhood 
attacks Dr Mustafa Mahmud because he has volunteered to explain to the 
Muslims how the call for Islam is carried out and when and how this call 

is realized. 


How dare Dr Mustafa Mahmud urge the Muslim to “reform himself first and then 
reform his kinsmen and neighbors" and how dare he consider anything beyond 
this “dreams to overwhelr and desires to rule and dominate because releasing 
armed groups to purge the hearts will only produce hatred among the people 
for whatever is religious!" 





{t is evident that the campaign against Dr Mustafa Mahmud follows the 
example of the proverb that says: “The words are addressed to you, daughter- 
in-law, but are meant for you, neighbor." 


But these words alone are not enough if they are not coupled with organized 
action. Is the organized action possible, and liable to survive, if it is 

not coupled with a legal status that provides greater freedom of action within 
the bounds of the law? 


[Question] This is why I asked ‘Umar al-Talmasani, the Muslim Brotherhood 
leader: What is the Muslim Brotherhood at present and how does it carry out 
its activities? 


[Answer] The state does not recognize the presence of the Muslim Brotherhood 
at present. The Brotherhood challenges nobody and, therefore, it has no 
activities. Even if we admit that it has its activity, then it is axiomatic 
that this activity would not be announced openly. 


[Question] Is it a secret organization then? 


1 did mot expect an answer to this question. However, there is no doubt 

that the components of “existence” are present in the Brotherhood. The 
Brotherhood has a headquarter, as we have already said, and the headquarters 
entrance displays prominently a big sign bearing in its upper part the 

emblem of the Muslim Brotherhood in the form of a sun or a moon sending its 
rays of light to mosques as the symbol of Islam. The Brotherhood also has 
its magazine. In the headquarters and in the magazine there are employees 
and both are frequented by many visitors. The headquarters turned at prayer 
times into something like a mosque where the call for prayer is raised and 
where everybody proceeds to pray. During the prayers, it is impossible to 
have telephone contacts with the headquarters because the employee in charge 
lifts "the receiver." Meeting with al-Talmasani at the headquarters, 
especially if the meeting is for a press interview, is conditional upon being 
brief and short because al-Talmasani is very busy! So, why isn't the Brother- 
hood's activity declared openly? Why doesn't the Brotherhood engage in its 
activity like any other party? 


On the basis of this visualization, I asked al-Talmasani: 


[Question] Do you think that the Brotherhood should remain a brotherhood or 
it should turn into a party? And can it be a purely religious party or a 
party that derives its principles from the Islamic Shari'a? 


[Answer] Since its foundation, the Muslim Brotherhood has never approved 
of the idea of parties. Therefore, it will never become a party. In human 
affairs, (Islam does not know of a secular action unrelated to religion, as 
it knows of no structure, whatever its form, that does not subject any 
secular action, regardless of its nature, to the teachings of religion). 
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In other words, there is no distinccion between che secular action and the 
religious action, i.e., there is no distinction between politics and 
religion. Yet, more explanation was needed. Therefore, I asked al-Talmasani: 


{Question} The debate on separating religion from politics, or on whether 
politics should be or should not be a part of the religious creed, it still 
going on. What is your opinion on this topic? 


{Answer} The Muslim Brotherhood has said hundreds of times that Islam is a 
comprehensive system covering all affairs of life which, if conducted on 
the basis of the Koran and the Sunna, lead to heaven. 


Because Islam is a system that covers all affairs of life, the Muslim Brother- 
hood puts the October war in the scales, lauding the memory of this war in 
which the Egyptian army performed its duty in a manner that exceeded all 
expectations. The Brotherhood then proceeds to enumerate the points against 
the peace initiative, the two Camp David accords and the peace treaty, 
opposing the full recognition of Israel, objecting to giving Israel the 
opportunity that enables it to harm Islam and the Muslims and opposing the 
spread of Israeli goods in the Egyptian markets after the normalization of 
relations because this will pose a danger to our goods. The Brotherhood 
also opposes the statement that the October war is the last war between us 
and Israel, even though “we did not regain our full rights in this war." The 
Brotherhood also considers the insistence of the Israeli press and broad- 
casting stations on saying that the Muslim Brotherhood members in Egypt are 
Israel's real enemies “an intervention in our domestic affairs that is not 
permitted by international laws." The brotherhood also expresses its regret 
for “the severance of our relations with most of the Islamic countries, even 
though we do not believe that the cure lies in the means that these countries 
adopted toward Egypt after the treaty.” The Brotherhood couples all this with 
warnings of "the most serious phase that Egypt will face throughout its 
entire history, namely the phase in which normalization of the relations with 
the sons of Israel will start" because the “characteristics of the Jews 
prevent them from living with others peacefully. They have distorted the 
bible and the Talmud and have planned to control the entire world.” 


| then proceed with al-Talmasani to another urgent issue raised at a large 
scale in the wake of the lLranian revolution: 


[Question] After the Lranian revolution, numerous interpretations have 
emerged regarding the possibility of uniting the fundamental Islamic sects, 
even though those making the interpretations acknowledge personally that this 
is impossible. The lLranian revolution, which has raised the slogan of Islam, 
proceeded to commit actions that have created doubts among many people, con- 
sidering that this revolution has resorted to violence and that it has not 
been much different from other revolutions. 


{Answer} (Al-Talmasani gave a strange answer to this question when he said:) 
I have not been to Iran to know the true situation there. All that we know 
about the revolution is what we read in the newspapers. I don't believe that 
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anybody who respects his opinion declares it on the basis of what is said in 
the newspapers, some of which are pro and some against [the revolution]. 
Between these and those, the facts are undoubtedly lost. I know that attempts 
have been made for tens of years [to unify the sects] but have produced no 
decisive result. Religicus principles, be they Shi'ire, Sunni, Christian or 
Judaic, are easy [sic] to change! 


A few days before this answer was given, AL-DA'WAH, organ of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, had published an article by ‘Abd-al~Mun’im Salim Jibarah express- 
ing absolute support for the Iranian revolution (even though the true situation 
there was not verified) and attacking violently Shapur Bakhtiar," the western- 
educated atheist who is married to a French woman, and his cousin Saymur 
Bakhtiar who founded the Savak (the Iranian intelligence)." The attack 
extended to include “those calling for jailing Islam in the mosque, the 

fronts of the lackey nationalists, secularists, socialists and revolutionaries” 
and "the plot of the allies (in World War 1) to separate the church from the 
state, to abolish the Islamic caliphate in its capacity as the instrument 

for rallying the Muslims, to drive the Muslims apart through nationalism as 

& prelude for isolating Palestine and setting up the Jewish state and to 
isolate Turkey from Islam" because “the advocates of nationalism, like the 
advocates of secularism, have their history which abounds with treason and 
lackeyhood” and because “the Muslims under the canopy of Islam are most eager 
for unity while under the canopy of nationalities, they are the quickest 

to disperse." Under Khomeyni, “everything in Iran must be Islamic. The 

ruler must respond and fulfill and the advocates for anything other than 

Islam must remain in their holes or God's sentence must be carried against 
them." 


The article adds: Today, Islam is a Koran and a sword, politics and economy, 
the mosque and the street and “the truths of the Iranian revo) ution are 
stronger than to be concealed or distorted. The liberties present in Iran 
nowadays are enjoyed even by the archenemies of Islam. Wher the most danger- 
ous advocates (calling for the destruction of Islam) exploit these liberties, 
then this is a sign of the health and vitality of a people who have decided 
to determine their future.” 


What does this mean? 


It means that the Muslim Brotherhood's view of what is happening in Iran is 
clear, even though no visit has been made to Iran to verify the truth, and 
that what is happening deserves their--the Muslim Brothers'--support and 
backing. This means support for Khomeyni's violence, as long as it is aimed 
against the enemies of Islam! 


But there is another side to the picture. To make this side clear, I ask: 


[Question] The campaign launched in Syria against the Muslim Brotherhood 
tnere has extended to include the Muslim Brotherhood generally, considering 
that the Muslim Brothers have relations wi.h each other whether they are 

in Syria or elsewhere. Those launching the campaign conclude this 
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lconnection) from the fact that the campaign faced by the Muslim Brotherhood 
in Egypt in 1952 had a direct impact in Syria. What is your opinion of this? 


|Answer}) (Here, al-Talmasani answers directly:) Every event in any Islami: 
country stirs emotions in all the Islamic countries. In fact, we are not 
pleased by any ruler in any country of the world, be it Islamic or not, who 
massacres members of his people on the pretext that they disagree with him in 
opinion. This is an axiomatic attitude among all those who are just. 


Do we understand from this decisive answer that al-Talmasani has gone to 
Syria--which he has not done--and verified the situation there and has not, 
consequently, relied on reading the newspapers? Don't the acts of violence 
in Iran include the massacring of Muslim citizens? 


we wish that we could explain this point, except that al-Talmasani rejects 
the principle of dialogue and insists on definite and limited answers without 
any expansion, i.e., answers solely within the limits of what he knows. 


in amy case, the position of the Muslim Brotherhood in its magazine has been 
inspired by these same answers. While we notice praise for Khomeyni’s 
Iranian revolution and Zia-u]-Haq': Pakistani Government, we notice at the 
same time that the magazine devotes a number of its pages to attack the 
“Ba’thist revolution” in Syria and to ascribe to it a sectarian character, 
even though al-Talmasani has said: “As for religious principles, they 

are easy [sic] to change, be they Shi*ite, Sunni, Christian, Judaic--even 
Judaic--or anything else.” Al-Talmasani has already denounced distrimination 
among Muslims. 


On the other hand, al-Talmasani refused to acknowledge the Muslim Brother- 
hood’s relations with the numerous other Islamic groups in Egypt. He has 
even gonme as far as leaving the matter to the authorities. When 1 asked 
him: 


[Question] I believe that the religious activities of the Muslim Brotherhood 
include at present the student and worker circles where small groups called 
the “Brotherhood groups” have been formed. is there a definite bond uniting 
these groups or are they formed out of a religious motive and without having 
anv relationship with one another? 


[Answer] (Despite what has been published in Al-DA'WAH about these groups, 

he answered:) The Brotherhood has no organizations among any Egyptian circles, 
not the worker circles, not the student circles and not any other circles. 

But if any organization claims that it has a connection with us, then this is 
something over which we have no control. Dealing with such claims is the 
government's concern. 


The Muslim Brotherhood had many connections with the Egyptian Revolution 
Council before and after July 1952. Then a clash erupted between the two 
sides shortly after the revolution. Many Muslim Brotherhood members went 
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to jail, others were pursued relentlessly and others yet were executed. That 
period also deserves being discussed in detail. But al-Talmasani was reserved 
in this regard also. When | asked hin: 


[Question] The Muslim Brotherhood had strong relations with the 23 July 
revolution before, during and after the inception of this revolution. Why 

did those relations deteriorate suddenly? Was it a change in the revolution’s 
direction or was it the political aspirations of the Brotherhood? 


[Answer] (He answered briefly, relying on a unilateral position:) The 
revolution denies having any relations with the Brotherhood. Therefore, there 
is mo place for talking of a sudden change as long as one of the two sides 

to the istwe does not acknowledge the presence of the relationship. 


[Question] What is the truth of the weapons incident for whose concealment 
tae revolution leadership sought the help of the Brotherhood? 


[Answer] The Brotherhood knows nothing about these weapons. Those who have 
brought up the issue and talked about it are the ones to be asked. 


Tae one who brought up this issue is a member of the Brotherhood who has 
said that the weapons were concealed in his house. Therefore, there is a 
premeditated attempt to ignore certain fundamental facts. Consequently, 
the interview had to be concluded with a final question. So | asked: 


[Question] How do you view the future of the Muslim Brotherhood on the one 
hand and the future of Islam in the Arab world generally on the other hand? 


Answer, The future is unknown and the unknown is known to God alone. However, 
we are fully confident that the Muslims will lead the entire world to peace, 
security and prosperity if they cling to their religion and if they apply 

the teachings of this religion to themselves before they ask other people 

to apply then. 


Two days after this interview, ‘Umar al-Talmasani left Egypt for treatment 
and recuperation. May God give him health and strength. 


[Box on Page 37} 
\Text] Law No 10 Permits Delinquency! 
It is the opinion of the Muslim Brotherhood that law No 10 issued in 1966 to 


protect public morals provides frankly for permitting delinquency and encourag- 
ing delinquents. The law stipulates that in case a man and a woman are 


caught committing vice [having «+ ' intercourse] in a place, they shall 

be considered not guilty if thr ‘ums that the woman is his girlfriend. 
As for immoral acts in cars, the . a2 tting such acts shall not be 
qvestioned as long as the car is clo. < and its lights turned off. If a 


woman is tried in court after being arrested for the first time for committing 








the act of prostitution, the law stipulates that the sentence be suspendec, 
even if it is the thousandth and one time in which the woman has committed 
the act! 


Rotary Is Enemy of Islam 


[The Muslim Brotherhood is focusing its attack on the Rotary clubs which it 
considers an arm of the Zionist Freemasonry. The Brotherhood says that the 
clubs disseminate atheism and libertinism among peoples, fight religions 

and sanctify sex. The Brotherhood then proceeds to ask: Will the cultural 
relations with the Jews include permitting them to establish Masonic lodges 
openly, in addition to the openly widespread Rotary clubs now present in 
Egypt” Will they also be allowed to establish Jehovah's Witmesses societies’ 
will the economic relations include permitting the Jews to establish gambling 
casinoes and the other well-known things? 


The Brotherhood attacked Anis Manusr, the chief editor of OCTOBER, indirectly 
when it said: Some Arabs have uttered blasphemies when they dreamt of an 
Arab world in which the Jewish expertise cooperates with the Arab labor and 
Arab oil. 


48 








*, 


YUGOSLAV FILMMAKER 


Belgrade POLITIKA EXSPRES in Serbo-Croatian 19-23 Nov 


7 


LRAN 


EVERYDAY LIFE 


- 


/ 


9 


[An account of a journey through Iran by car by Zeljko Malnar as told to 
V. Partonic|] 
19 Nov 79, p 4 
[Text] Border Crossing 
Jur Correspondent 
Zeljo Malnar is a film director, documentary filmmaker and 
writer of travelogues. He is a graduate of the Institute 
for Mass Communications in Delhi Ornofilm Department. 
Thus far he has made thirty documentary films, some of 
which have been shown on Yugoslav television, for example 
m the program “Sunday Afternoon. One of Malnar'’s films 
("Solar Consciousness”) won first prize at the Montreal 
locumentary ‘ilm stival As an expert on Asian countries 
nd affairs he has published a number of travelogue essays 
in Yugoslav periodicals Malnar is a regular foreign 
orrespondent for Radio-Television Zagres 2nd for 
Belgrade’s “Radio-TV Review” program. 
me ¢t ran” says the English-language sign. Obviously, no one thought 
t was necessary to tas wn the se Signboard with its greeting to foreign 
sitors that was erected while the Shah was still in power. The border 
0 e are dressed just as they alwiys were in American-make uniforms, very 
ight-fitting, with white belts and holstered sidearms. 
fhe same “Harley-Davids motor les, which make such a big impression 
weomers, are sti parked all around. And just as before, in a way 
that fills onlookers wit : ngs en ind, to some extent, uneasiness, 
the iz men i ev e uniforms, with their white helmets and mandatory 
sunglasses, m yroundc their motor les, mount them, and with a /oud roar 
tear down the road at l speed until they disappear from sight. 
he baggage check is st as routine as it always was accompanied by a 
irsor eck iss ; w suai questions. 





On crossing the border into Iran one does not 
changes that have taken place in that country 
contrary. One cannot help but wonder why, as 
just on the other side of the Iranian border, 
going to Iran, what we wanted to do there and 
tnink twice before going ahead. 


Waen we asked them why they thought we should 
reply, with a shrug of their shoulders and an 


tiat, "Strange things are going on over there.... 





get any hint at all of the 

in recent months. On the 

we were passing through Turkey, 
people asked us why we were 
mentioned that we ought to 


reconsider, they could only 
ominous shaking of their heads, 


And yet we did not experience anything that was in the least strange or unusual 


as we crossed the border and entered the Kurdish section of Azerbaijan. 


The 


former appearance of the border-crossing point had not changed in the slighest 


detail. 
Roadside Altercations 


The belief that all of the changes which Iran 


had gone through in recent months 


since Khomeyni'’s victorious return to that country had not yet been able to 


exert an impact on the border districts and that we would soon have a 
to experience them firsthand quickly proved to be correct. 


encounter with these changes started after we 


> 


chance 
In fact our first 
had been on the rvad for only 


/ or 8 hours, driving along the same route taken before us by those proud 


and one might say inspiring young men on their "Harley-Davidsons." 


in the late afternoon, when we were already very tired and anxiously waiting 
to catch a glimpse of some larger town where we could get something to eat 
and take a little break, we were forced to come to a stop in the middle of 


the road. 


All of a sudden, as if they somehow materialized out of thin air, a group 
of young men armed to the teeth appeared in front of our jeep and ordered 


us to come to a stop. 


They said they were members of "Khomeyni's Committees" 


and that they were required to check the papers of all after-curfew drivers 


and search their vehicles. 


Even though they were clean-shaven and dressed 


quite casually in jeans, some kind of American-style jackets and tennis 
shoes, all of which needless to say did not inspire us with much confidence, 
we did not have any other choice but to give in and do whatever they said. 


Their machine guns made more of an impression 


than their overall appearance. 


They seemed to be upset and even angry when we replied in answer to their 


questions that we did not have any whiskey or 


us to unload all of our baggage ari to lay it out on the ground. 


looked through every suitcase, every nook and 
a strip search of our own persons, 
lcoking for and told us that we could pack up 


porno magazines. They ordered 
They 
cranny in the jeep and conducted 


They did not find anything they were 


and go on our way. The looks 


they gave us in response to our polite suggestion that they ought to put 
things back the way thev found them clearly told us that they did not think 
that that was their responsibility and that we would have to do it ourselves. 








Perhaps because this was the first time something like this had happened 

we were pretty indignan:. But later on we got used to it and realized that 
in Iran road searches are a natural and everyday occurrence. Things could 
probably not be otherwise in a country going through so much turmoil as 

it proceeds to tear down the old order and build a new one, a country which 
is threatened by many dangers and in which extreme vigilance is a vital and 
unavoidable necessity. 


Still we were rather amazed that the first thing they asked for was whiskey 

and porno magazines. But we got used to these questions too, since we were 

subjected to similar searches every day and had to answer the same questions 
during our entire trip which led us from Turkey, through Iran to Afghanistan 
and back. 


A Major Mishap 


However, these encounters did not always amount to nothing more than searches 
and interrogations. At about the halfway mark on our trip through Iran, 
while we were crossing the so-called Great Salt Desert, we came to the 
realization that this sort of unpleasantness could sometimes escalate into 

a major predicament. The things that happened to us at this point on our 
journey helped us to become aware of the fact that we were in fact very 

lucky and that things could have turned out very differently for us. 


| was driving when my travelling companion pointed to someone waving at us 
who was standing on the side of the road a short distance ahead. “We had 

better pick up the poor guy, otherwise who knows when he will find a ride 

into town,” he said. 1 had a bit better idea as to what was really going 

on and answered: “It's not a matter of whether we want to, rather we have 
to stop. That guy is waving at us with a machine gun." 


Once again we unloaded all of our luggage and once again we answered all 
of their questions, but this time we were not able to continue on our way. 
Our “committeeman" climbed into the jeep and drove off, leaving us alone 
in the middle of the Great Salt Desert. Our only consolation was the fact 
that, just as he started to drive off, he stopped and yelled back at us: 
"I'll be back, wait for me." 


Seeing as we did not have any other choice, we waited. And we waited no 
more or less than 3 full days. Since by that time we had drunk and eaten 

up everything that we had with us, when the young man returned with several 
of his peers, |/-year-oids, we were dying of thirst and hunger. Neverthe- 
less, we were lucky that he came back at all, so we silently accepted his 
explanation or maybe excuse to the effect that "he had to move his girlfriend 


and family from one village to another and that he really needed our jeep...." 


We got into the jeep and went on our way. While the roadside searches and 
interrogations were understandable to us as a precautionary measure in a 
closed country and even though we had become reconciled to this practice, 
this particular experience filled us with exactly the opposite feelings. 
But, even though this was probably the biggest trouble we got into, other, 
similar incidents were in the otting.... 





{20 Nov 79, p 6] 
[Text] Secret Lunch 


Hungry and thirsty, tired and all on edge after our 3-day ordeal in the 

Great Salt Desert, and angry at the undisciplined "“committeemen" that 

had made life so rough for us, we caught sight of a tow in the distance 

and at once started looking forward to a real, full meal and a soft bed. It 
seemed to us, probably because this is what we wanted so much, that our troubles 
were at an end and that we would finally have a chance to get acquainted with 
another, calmer and better side of life in Iran. 


de believed that anyone who had made the trip from the border to here and 
who had gone through all these searches and interrogations would be greeted 
in the town as safe, trustworthy and welcome guests about whom no one would 
Nave any reasons to be suspisicious. In this case, we believed, all of the 
orecautionary measures to which we had been subjected, with the exception of 
our unfortunate encounter with that "merry" bank of armed young men, were 
entirely justified. We had to and we wanted to give the benefit of the doubt 
to a people who are living and working in a closed and still unfortunate 
country and who are trying to do what they have to do as best they can, even 
though their efforts in this direction are sometimes rather clumsy. 


But, by the same token, we had completely forgotten that this was the month 
of Ramadan and that at this point in time this religious holiday possesses 

a greater significance for Iranians than it did at the time when I came 

nere while the Shah was still in power. But as foreigners, and even more so 
is non-Moslems, we expected that we would not be bound by all the rules which 
were laid down with the establishment of an Islamic staie. 


We realized how mistaken we were as soon as we entered the town. Not only 
were we unable to get anything to eat in a single restaurant, we could not 
find anything to eat or drink anywhere, not even in grocery stores. Nobody 
would open their doors to us. 


Considering the state we were in, we were forced to turn to the authorities 
for help. 


Not Authorized 


Leaving my companion behind, who felt worse than 1 did, I went off to search 
for some kind of help from someone. Naturally, who else does a person turn 
to first for help when he is in trouble but the police. They were easy 
»snough to find, since their headquarters building was marked by a big sign 
in English. 


‘illed with hope, | walked up to a man who seemed to me to be the highest 
ranking officer in the station. I explained to him how we had spent 3 hard 

days in the salt desert probably thanks to some “overpreoccupied ‘committeemen'" 
10ow as a result we had run out of our own supplies of food and water, that 

we were exhausted and that we would Like them to help us find a meal and some 
lodgings. Much to my surprise, the officer who had listened to my story with 
-he greatest understanding and even sympathy shrugged his shoulders helplessly 
and replied: "I am sorry, but we are not authorized to assist you." 
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"We are desperately in need to help. My friend is sick. If you cannot help 
us, is there anyone around here who could do us this small favor, at least 
to provide us with a little food. Otherwise, we can always spend the night 
in our jeep," I pleaded, by now completely discouraged. "Once again, I am 
very sorry, but we do not have any authority here at all. All we do is 
direct traffic," the officer said starting to get a little excited. “Is 
there anyone here who does have any authority?" I asked. "Yes, Khomeyni's 
committees," he answered and went on to tell me where I could find the 
nearest such committee. 


lt was not very far away, and I soon found myself standing in front of a 
large, attractive two-story building which was surrounded by a very nice 
garden. I walked into the house, which until recently had obviously been 

the property of some really well-to-do person. It was filled with fashionable 
furniture, thick Persian carpets on the floors and the walls were decorated 
with paintings and tapestries. All over the house, reclining against the 
walls, I could see young men between 16 and 17 years old who were unshaven, 
dressed in jeans and with their mandatory machine guns close at hand. It 
seemed as though no one had noticed my entry into the house, nor did anyone 
look at me or say anything. 


"Who is in charge here?" I asked iu a loud voice. They looked at me in 
amazement, but once again no one said anything. Finally, one of the young 
men got up off the floor and walked up to me, casually holding his machine 
gun under his arm. "What do you want?" he asked almost brusquely. 


So L proceeded to tell him the whole story. He heard me out, but he did not 
seem to be very concerned. When I had finished he merely mumbled: "Let's 
see your papers.” He scrutinized my passport for a long time, and in the 
meantime I took a good look at him. Here he is barely 18 years old and here 
we are depending on him. But that is the way it goes. I waited for him to 
say something. "You are from some sort of socialist country," he concluded 
finally. "Yes," I said. "We cannot help you. Wait till tomorrow and your 
case will be considered by one of our comrades," he said and went back to 
his place to lie down, thereby informing me that our conversation was at an 
end. 


Hungary and Fearful 


I left the house in a despondent frame of mind. I went back to the jeep and, 
quite hopelessly and aimlessly, started to drive slowly around the town. All 
ot the stores were closed. All of the coffee houses were locked up. People 
were walking through the streets silently. The police and the “committeemen" 
kept a close watch on everything that was going on. And the veiled women 

in their traditional black cloaks made the whole scene seem even grimmer and 
more incredible. Our own condition and mood probably added to this impression. 


Then, all of a sudden while we were driving by a construction site, I thought 
| saw a group of workers, sitting behind a ramshackle fence, poking away at 


something in some dishes. I stopped the jeep and went over to them. The 
g Pi p 
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men looked at me silently and warily, with their mouths full of food even 

though they had stopped chewing. So as not to alarm them by my sudden appear- 

ance I at once started to tell them the whole story about what happened to 

us, what the police told me and how we were greeted at the committee headquarters.... 


Who knows for howmuch longer I would have gone on talking if one of the hefty 
men had not waved his hand and invited us to join them. "There'll be a little 
bread and tea for you two, so get yourselves over here," he said and resumed 
eating. Naturally, we did not wait for a second invitation. We ate our food 
gceedily and gulped down mouthfuls of warm tea. 


After we finished eating, our host went on to say: "We are Moslems and this 
is Ramadan. But who can get through an entire working day without something 
to eat and drink. It's easy for those committee people. They don't do any- 
thing all day except lie around, so they can hold out. We have to work, and 
if someone sees us eating or drinking we'll be in for a flogging. That 

is why we have posted lookouts at all three corners of the construction site. 
And now that we have finished our lunch another four men will do guard duty 
so that the others can come back for something to eat and drink. They 
spotted you right away, but we decided that you are foreigners and that you 
did not mean us any harm. Moreover, you were so pitiful looking..." 


We parted as good friends, slapped each other on the back and laughed. "Things 
will get better," we said as we left them. But they just shrugged their 
shoulders without too much conviction. 


With vague feelings of anger and satisfaction, irritation and sympathy we 
got in the jeep and drove on. 


[21 Nov 79, p 6] 
[Text] SAVAK Agents’ Black Market 


Altogether our visit to Iran lasted 2 weeks, but still we ran out of money. 
We had to pay much higher prices for food than we had expected. And we ran 
out of the supplies we had brought with us sooner than we had expected. So 
the time finally came when we were forced to start changing dollars. I re- 
called the way things used to be on this score, thinking that things might 

be pretty much the same now. Of course, I was fooling myself, and in a big 
way at that. 


I knew that the official exchange rate was 70 rials to the dollar. The 

tract that all along the way people asked me whether I wanted to change foreign 
currency, offering higher exchange rates than they had to, struck me as being 
a provocation. They are changing money at double the official exchange ; 
rate, I thought, and if I accept they will report me to the “committeemen. 
Consequently, I thought it would be better to wait until we got to Tehran. 
There we will have a much better idea as to what is really going on and we 
will not have any problems with the authorities.... 


As it turned out I was wrong. In any event, I was just as wrong on many 
previous occasions whenever I made comparisons between the Iran of yesterday 
and Iran of today. Or whenever I drew conclusions based on presumed similarities 


and comparisons. 








Then and Now 


We made it to Tehran. This is where we planned to change money. As we drove 
toward an official exchange office which I remembered I started thinking about 
the way things were while the Shah was in power. At that time the clerks 
that waited on us in the exchange office were extremely rude. "We do not 
like to exchange dollars, since the rial is much stronger than the dollar," 
they would say frowning at the American currency which we handed them. "But 
the law is the law," they agreed reluctantly, “and we have to obey it. We 
will exchange the dollars for you. But if you want to exchange your leftover 
rials tor dollars before you leave the country, please come see us, since we 
will be much happier to perform that transaction than we are to perform this 
one. We are doing it for now only because we have to." 


Even though 1 did not expect that today's exchange transaction would be 
handled just like it was then, I still had no way of knowing that things 
would be so much different or even completely the reverse. On the black 
market, whose services are available everywhere on the streets of Tehran, 
they were otfering us 140 rials to the dollar, that is, double the official 
rate. 


We did not accept. We were Yugoslavs in a friendly country which we wish 
well and where we had no intention of making trouble for ourselves, so 

we looked for an official exchange office. It is better to have an official 
currency exchange certificate than to change money on the black market. The 
last thing we needed here was to get ourselves branded as some kind of black 
marketeers. 


But, however much we wanted to be completely honest and above board and tried 
to stay that way, we could not pull it off. With the approval of "Khomeyni's 
committees," the official exchange offices offered us 140 rials to the dollar, 
the same rate offered on the foreign-currency black market. So there was no 
longer any reason for us to have any qualms or reservations. We changed our 
money and got an official certificate with a signature and a stamp. The 

only hitch was the the bills we changed had to be in denominations of at least 
$100.00, since the rate was lower for bills of smaller denominations. I 

asked why this was so. I quickly found out and was shocked. 


More Portable 


fhe first thing we found out, from conversations with Tehranians, was that 
dollars are exchanged in this manner so as to make it easier for the former 
secret agents of the SAVAK, the Shah's secret police, to leave the country. 
fhese people are enormously wealthy and are willing to sell their dollars 
at a rate two times lower than the official rate just so they can get their 
hands on some dollars to take them when they cross the border. And on the 
black market it is the $100.00 bills that command the highest price, since 
large sums ot money concealed in this way are easier to carry out of the 


country. 





“h: reason why the official exchange offices agree to change money at the 
same rate as that oifered by the black market is because otherwise no one 
would bother to change money in these offices, but would instead take their 
business to illegal money changers. The fact that the former SAVAK agents 
are willing to trade in their dollars at a rate ‘that is twice as expensive 
is also in the interest of the new government. This is simply due to the 
fact that the government wants to make sure that these "fugitives" have to 
go to a lot of trouble to get what they want--otherwise they would not have 
lingered in Iran for as long as they have--and in this way they have enabled 
the present government to make them pay a high price for getting what they 
want. 


In any event it is clear that the black marketeers are always accessible 

to the denounced members of the Shah's former police. These people know 

who to look for, since they were in possession of all the dossiers and they 
were the ones who conducted all the interrogations, so they knew how to find 
people who were willing to do anything to get money and to make a big profit. 
Considering that even now money is no object for former SAVAK agents, it is 
no wonder that they have managed to ensnare all of those people for whom 
making money is more important than the great and glorious Islamic Republic. 


In Iran getting across the border and leaving the country is these days a 
very expensive business. Later on we had an opportunity to find out just 
how expensive it really is, and this was by no means a pleasant experience. 
Put while we were still in Tehran, looking at the life of the city around 
us, we became acquainted with the many other changes that had taken place 
in this country since the overthrow of Shah Reza Pahlavi. 


Our departure from Iran was still a long way off. This was not on our minds, 
nor did we really understand everything that was going on around us. At 

this point we were happy to be inside the country and to have the chance to 
see and film all of those things that interested us, and this was why we 

came here in the first place. 


Outrageous Treatment tor Brave Women 


For someone Like myself, who had visited Iran on three previous occasions 
during the Shah's reign, the picture presented by the Tehran of today was 

in a certain sense a real shock. In a city where women used to walk the 
streets in complete freedom, as in any European city, there now walked instead 
some sort of veiled figures, dressed in black from head to toe, whose very 
eyes were invisible. We drove through the capital city in our jeep looking 
all around us with a natural kind of curiosity, and we were amazed to see 
that the former image of this city had changed so drastically. We were 
witnesses to tragedies in which women were run over by automobiles in the 
otherwise dense and chaotic street traffic of Tehran simply because, hidden 
behind their veils, they could not see well enough to determine the direction 
and distance of oncoming cars. This is because nowadays their eyes can no 
longer be seen or are not permitted to be seen, and so they themselves can 

no longer see well enough to know what is going on around them. And so they 
die.... 
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What is most distressing is that in Tehran one can still see some of those 
unaffected, brave women who walk through the streets dressed like they used 
to and go about their business paying no attention to the objections of their 
fellow citizens. However, the vulgar remarks and insults addressed to them 
by other passersiy filled us with a kind of rage which was indescribable the 
first time we witnessed such behavior. I could not even walk 10 meters with- 
out observing some pedestrian, especially “committeemen" or policemen, who 
probably consider this to be their duty, hurling the most vulgar and brutal 
insults at these women. 


But these women simply go on their way, paying no attention to these remarks 
and seemingly undisturbed, letting everyone know that they do not agree with 
everything that has been wrought by the establishment of an Islamic Republic. 
They were probably stirred by the same feelings we experienced as we took 
all this in, without reacting and without doing anything at all to come to 
their defense, just as none of the other passersby did anything to speak up 
for these women. But in all of this we were completely certain of at least 
one thing, namely that in Iran there had been a great many changes. 


{22 Nov 79, p 6] 
[Text] From Praise to Invective 


Tehran made a somber impression on us in spite of ats crowded and noisy 
streets. This was probably becayse we had visited this city on previous 
occasions, whereas now everything seemed to us to be strange and unearthly. 
The women, hidden beneath their black chadors, look almost like specters; 
ever since imam Khomeyni banned the playing of music all one hears are 
tuneral marches; beggars are inconsiderate and even rude i: their assaults 
on passersby, especially foreigners. There are so many beggers that one is 
bound to ask oneself where they all were during the Shah's reign, what did 
he do with them and where did he keep them. 


One inevitably senses and can almost touch some sort of insidious, hidden 
tear that has crept into the lives of these people. With vacant expressions, 
as if they do not know exactly where they are going, they wander through the 
streets and stop only in places where some mullah is giving a fiery speech 
and explaining some issue by quoting the Koran. And here, without waiting 

to tind out wha> the speech is really about, they all of a sudden join in 
with all the rest who are shouting and yelling and ominously raising their 
fists at someone or at us, foreigners, the invisible enemy. 


Since we did not want to be left to shift for ourselves without a guide and 
since we needed someone who could provide an explanation for all of the things 
that were happening around us, and we did try to have these things explained 
to us by Lranians and not by foreigners Like ourselves. I remembered some 
of my acquaintances whom | had met during my previous visits to Iran. These 
were young intellectuals, mostly university students or professors and 
lecturers, with whom I had once held highly interesting conversations while 
listening to their extremely harsh criticisms of the Shah's regime, telling 
them all about Yugoslavia, and, all in all, having a wonderful time in the 
process. At the same time [ had a chance to learn some new things about a 
ditferent country and its affairs. 
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“t was only natural that I should now look the~ up again and solicit their 
views on current events in Iran. 


We found them without too much difficulty. Although they were not teaching 

any classes, we did run into some of them in front of the faculty building 
engaged in a discussion just like they were when we first met. I was surprised 
that they seemed somewhat taken aback when they recognized me, as if they were 
not all that glad to see me but did not want to show it. I pretended not to 
pay any attention to this reaction and behaved as I usually did in their 
company. I reminded them of our previous meeting and, it seemed, barely 
succeeded in persuading them that we should get together that same evening. 


After a few reserved greetings and an exchange of the usual questions and 
answers along the lines of “how are you--I am fine," we sat down together 
and embarked upon a rather strange sort of interrogation, similar to that 


which we exper sed in our encounters with the "committeemen" along Iran's 
highways. I ¢ them the reason for our visit, that I wanted to shoot a 
documentary fi m contemporary Iran, that I was very glad that the hated 


Shah had been overthrown and that their people were finally free, that I am 
their friend as I always had been, and that I would like to hear their 
explanation for the things I had seen thus far and which I| did not understand. 
To my amazement they were somehow too reserved, almost unbelieving, and after 
they had loosened up a little I heard some fervent speeches about the Islamic 
revolution, about Khomeyni, the Revolutionary Council, about the “Amerian 
pigs," and then, much to my consternation, somebody mentioned something about 
the “communist pigs.” I simply could not believe what I was hearing. I 
tried to look at things in their proper perspective, to find some explanaticn 
tor what | was hearing and to discern the reasons for such a change in 
attitude, but I failed. It seemed as though I had run heac on into a solid 
wall of silence which I could not penetrate. 


| was very disappointed as | said goodbye to my friends. I could not fathom 
how these young men--who used to hold us Yugoslavs in such high esteem, who 
used to ask me to tell them all about socialism, about the freedom of the 
working class, about free elections and about all of the other ideas which 
they found to be strange but appealing--could have changed so much in such 

a short period of time, assumed different identities and adopted attitudes 
that were diametrically opposed to the views they once held, and not all that 
long ago at that. 


One of the most interesting of the young men I had interviewed on my ftormer 
visits, a student of philosophy, nevertheless decided to go with us, on the 
pretext that we would be giving him a ride home in our jeep. And it was 
indeed true that he lived a long way off. As I was very disillusioned and, 
God knows, more than a little angry, I kept quiet as we drove along. But 
atter a while he finally said something. 


He told me that it had become very disagreeable tor them to talk and meet 

with foreigners, that they are duty-bound to report such meetings to "Khomeyni's 
committees,” that it is especially troublesome to maintain contacts with 

foreign journalists or filmmakers, and I happened to be a filmmaker, and that 
this is because of the vicious campaign being waged against Iran by Western 
newspapers and magazines. 
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1 understood this and realized that there was indeed a lot of truth in what 

he was saying, but I was forced to recall the phrase “communist pigs” and to 

ask for an explanation. He tried to tell me that this was a result of recent 
events in Iran, during which the left wing of the united anti-Shah movement 
started to divorce itself from Khomeyni, people in many districts started to 
hold the Ayatollah Talegqani in higher esteem than Khomeyni, and a split had 
developed among the leaders of the revolution, thereby giving rise to dissension 
among the populace in general. 


Since I still did not agree with what he was saying, he went on to tell me 
the story of what happened to one of his triends. He said that his friend 
vas riding the bus one day while he leafed through a book by Marx. Absorbed 
in what he was reading, he did not even notice that the other passengers 
were starting to get excited, having seen the book he was reading. It was 
not until they started shouting and demanded that the driver stop the bus that 
he realized what was going on. They then grabbed him and drug him outside, 
roughing him up along the way. He then barely succeeded in tearing himself 
away and escaping a public lynching. This then is the current mood of the 
Tehranians. Even though I could and had to believe, if not approve of, 

some of the things I had heard, the image of Iran which I had when I arrived 
here had by now greatly changed. 


Seeing that he had not convinced me, my interlocutor quickly changed the 
subject and started to tell me about how the ban on alcohol had inflicted an 
even greater evil on Iran, namely, drugs. "There has been a terrible upsurge 
in drug abuse in Iran,” he said. "I have to admit that there is one thing 

in all this that surprises me," he continued, “namely, the fact that the 
police and the committees are really not doing anything to crack down on 

drug addicts or drug pushers. To be sure, the sale and use of drugs has not 
been legalized, but people go on smoking hashish, almost openly.” 


Lacer on, when | was paying more attention to this, my curiosity having been 
aroused by his remarks, I could tell that he was telling me the truth.... 


[23 Nov 79, p 6] 
[Text] Passport Business 


just before the end of our trip through Lran we learned still another very 
interesting fact, namely, that we could get rich by selling our passports. 
When foreigners come into the country hardly anyone goes to the trouble of 
trying to get their travel documents from them. Everyone understands that 
at this point the only way to get a foreign passsport is to steal it. And 
trying to buy one is out of the question, since passports are indispensable 
to foreigners while they are in [ran. However, as the time draws near when 
foreigners are due to leave the country there is a corresponding increase 

in the number of offers made to them to turn their passports into a ig pile 
of dollars. 


On the black market a foreign passport costs around 3,000 dollars. The 
price depends on how easy it is to use this passport to get into as many 
‘ountries as possible, especially Western countries, without having to obtain 
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avisa. For this reason, a Yugoslav passport is by far the most expensive, 
costing a full 4,000 dollars. This is how much they offered us, waving a 
wad of greenbacks in front of our noses just in order to persuade us to hand 
over our passports. They begged, implored and then started to threaten us, 
but in the end--when they realized they were not getting anywhere--they just 
swore at us and called us names. 


We found out later on that a Yugoslav passport really is the most convenient 
travel document for Iranian refugees. First of all, because the holder of 
such a passport can get into neighboring Turkey without a visa and, second, 
because they can move on from Turkey to any other Western country, also with- 
out a visa. lranians who are on the run could care less whether their 
residence abroad has anyone's approval, since they will worry about that 
problem when the time comes. Their first priority now is to get into any 
other country. The opportunities which a Yugoslav passport affords them in 
this respect are by far the most wide-ranging. 


Regardless of the extent to which we might be proud of the fact that in Iran 
we are rightly regarded as the freest travelers in the world, under the 
present circumstances this fact can be not only unpleasant, but aiso dangerous. 
Not only because Yugoslavs, as soon as people find out where they come from, 
are targets of obnoxious passport buyers, which swoop dow on you everywhere 
you go, but also because they are vulnerable to cleaver chieves and pick- 
pockets who will use every means at their disposal in an effort to “relieve” 
them of their passports. 


A person is not even safe when he has left all these types behind and on the 
point of leaving Iran is confronted with customs officers and border police. 
It is utterly unbelievable, but we saw with our own eyes how a party of 16 
foreigners, including 2 Yugoslavs, lost all their passports right on the 
lranian border. This happened in the town of Tayyebat on the Lran-Afghanistan 
border. 


The police collected the passports of these 16 tourists, who were waiting 

in line, and told them they they should wait while their passports were 
being stamped. People who have travled in this part of the world before are 
used to having to wait for hours for something like this that is normally 
taken care of immediately. So they were not alarmed by the fact that the 
police were gone for a full 2 hours. Burt there were more than a little 
tlabbergasted when the police came back--without their passports. 


"lL lost them. Somebody stole them from me while [I was in the mosque saying 
my prayers,” said one of the policemen with an innocent smile by way of 
explanation to the horrified tourists. His excuse was of course utterly 
ridiculous, but in Iran it is not a good idea to ask Moslems why in the 
middle of the working day they went to the mosque to say their prayers. 
Naturally, not everyone does this, not even on a regular basis, but on this 
occasion this excuse probably seemed as good as any other to the policeman 
in question. 











we soon had a chance to realize tor ourselves how very unpleasant it is to 
be stuck in Iran without passports. 


It all started with the fact that absolutely no one, neither the customs 
officers nor the police, wanted to give these unfortunate people a statement 
certifying that their passports had been stolen. So their passports were 
taken away from this almost with ofticial approval. 


There then followed an incredible display of abusive treatment, which neither 
we, tortunmately as bystanders, nor these 16 tourists could have expected. 

The Yugoslavs, who had the most to lose as a result of this entire incident, 
had an especially hard time. 


y were Yugoslavs, the local laws required 
that they should be assigned a police escort for the balance of their stay 

in Iran. This is to be sure not a free service, but rather costs $250.00 

a day. Consequently, they were forced to pay this price. Then they could 
look torward to a return plane trip to Tehran, again at their own expense, 
which was by no means cheap. The entire procedure surrounding the issuance 

of new passports takes about 2 weeks, and during this time these people were 
torced to pay for their own food and lodging. And Iran really is an expensive 
place to live, especially these days. 


In the tirst place, just decause they 


Even though the staff of the Yugoslav Embassy in Iran made a real effort to 
take care of all this as quickly as possible, feeling as sorry as they did 
for these unfortunate people, they could not do anything to prevent their 
bankruptcy. During these 2 weeks, quite umexpectedly and through no fault 
their own, two Yugoslavs had to pay out more than $1,100. Had they known 
what was in store for them, they would have decided that it would be better 
to sell their passports to blac« marketeers for upwards of $4,000. They 
then would have been able to get through these 2 weeks of hanging around by 
spending only one-fourth of the price they received for their passports 


ind could have walked away with the rest. 


jut, maturally, this idea never occurred to anyone. Instead, the many Yugoslavs 
in Iran, since they had already heard of this unpleasant incident, held 

ght 1 to their passports, even while the police were stamping them, 
ibsoclutely refusing to let go of them and hand them over to anyone, even to 

meone acting in ar icial capacity. And this is exactly what we did 
while we had to enga in lengthy debates, tirst with the customs officials 
ind then with the border police. However, we held our ground, and no one 

uid persuade us to relent, not even with the strongest assurances that 
everything would be alright 

be safe means iwe t sate 

t. t “i back 1 eve zg that happened to us during the past month 

while we were traveling through a closed sumntry like Iran, we realized that, 
t “ists at ail, satety is in act very scarce commodity. This is why, 








iS we were crossing the lranian-T eorcer at the end of our trip, we 
lashed smiles of satisfaction t the Turkish customs officers and bo 
wlice to whom we came r 
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TASK OF SEW FLNANCE MINISTER ANALYZED 
el Aviv dA’ ARETZ in sebrew 2 Nov 79 p 13 
, tt, 


[Article by Avraham Tal: will He Redeem the Ecomomy: Health of the Economy-- 
alth of tne Country Is the Proper Goal for the Government and the new 


< rut Simcha Ehriich has said this week 
that e has mo strength left to pill,’ and therefore it is difficult to re- 
roach him. Without entering into a discussion at this time as to the virtues 
and shortcomings cf the horse--we must acknowledge Chat the wagon is over- 
loaded beyond logical comstraints; the path is rocky, misdirected, leading 
nowhere. And as if this were sot emough, look at the passengers: instead 

f getting down to help the weary horse, from atop the wagon they throw 

ticks between the spokes of the wheels. This is a rather faithful picture 

the situation, from which the incoming finance ministe> may draw up three 

weadings for his ecomomic plam: to unload che excess cargo, to change course, 


”“ 


cess load is first and foremost in the area of public expenditures. 

it tunis were mot the principal source of our economic woes (as ii is held 

| ithout exception), it would be exhausting 

to continually return to this point time and again: there can be no economic 
rehabilitation without real reduction in government spending, by the local 
wuthorities and the rest of the publ institutions. Um the methodological 
Lane ome needs to add that Che correctness Of 4 statement *3 not diminished 
simpiv -a4use iC is Deen repeatec a4 Rauseum or Decause it has sever deen 

tried. Public expenditures have r 2 yearly in veal terms even beyond the 
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tc mot only a lessening of in- 


nar ressur cine rt Ipp.ay. vhen the 4Diic sector acquires 
2wer Mmanpow: nerchandise servi , Sigms of weakening are likely to 
ippe ar [aust the siz >! ibiic Gemand) in the suppliers of services-- 
ess sector and home mnomy (from which we enlist governmeatal and 





‘here is no chance of combatting inflation successfully, turning a larger 
portion or economic resources to export, without significant moderation in 
economic activity, in the conduct of which--and only in whose conduct--it 

is possible to bring about changes in areas of emphasis. The direction is-- 
regretfully and painfully--deliberalization. Mr "hrlich had stated at the 
time of the overturn in government 2 years ago, that he “had placed his 
political future in the balance” with the direction of his liberalization pro- 
yram for foreign currency. he has failed and paid a costly political price; 
now it would be absured if the system that was one of the causes o1 failure 
should remain in effect. A liberalization of foreign currency--like liberali- 
zation in any area, while safeguarding a guarantced minimum for the individual 
as well as the essential public interests--is a desirable objective, but is 
impossible to fulfill under any condition between today and tomorrow. 


Mr Ehriich, not understanding this, stated at the inception of the economic 
overturn in 1977: “Tomorrow let my decision to change the existing system 
be adopted," What is required are suitable preparations, complementary 
accompanying measures, and principally--reasonable assurance that these 
accompanying measures will be taken and put into action, but one of these 
basic conditions was not fulfilled in 1977; liberalization gave freedom of 
ection to a cripple--a creature that was not capable of getting up to walk 
on its own, and certainly not along a straight path. Crutches were prepared 
tor the cripple (in the form of restraints on the import of capital and the 
systematic intervention of Bank Israel in regulating exchange rates) but 
the principal crippling defects remained in evidence, 


‘r thrlich's economic policy subsequently collapsed and not inconsiderably. 
ln the present condition in which the cripple continues to roam unchecked 

in regions pregnant with great and numerous dangers, toerign Currency is be- 
coming a legal transient in the economy, monetary control is wrested from 
the hands of sank Israel, the economy is liable to be ruined by an excess 

of foreign currency, and import is encouraged while export is not preferred, 
what is required then is a Change in direction of the trend to neutralize 
explosives, and first and foremost, rate(s) of exchange need to be returned 
to the armories of each economic policy, not indefinitely, but only until 
conditions are created which will bring about Mr chrlich's liberal vision 
with relative assurance, 


ihose passengers who need to be restrained are, above all, passengers of the 
upper echelons: ministers, and principally the ministers who spend and/or 
squander money (this demonstrates the well-known double entendre of the Engiish 
expression “spending ministers"). The minister of education believes that 

if the economy is fated to collapse, it should at least collapse with a 

superb educational system, from age zero (as we have heard this week with a 
neart full of trepication) until old age (adult education); the minister of 


relief will not permit the State of israel to enter bankruptcy without en- 
suring minimum subsistence plus a pension law, and -o forth--David Levy, 
muslix, etc, 











How will the future Minister of finance teach these ministers to match their 
elevated expectations to the gray reality--this is a puzzle; possibly our 
experience in rescuing industries from bankruptcy (something that cannot 

be done without reeducating Malage rs ana employees) is a hecessary condit ion 
wiich ought to be given high priority in the “job description,” even if we 
ire not speaking about Mr norovitz. The issue of reeducation does not end 

at the ministerial level. The professional organizations, directors of 
pusinesses, Che Various economic pressure groups, tne public at large--yes, 
even you and l--everyone will have to tighten his beit, for a two-fold pur- 
pose: a) in order to lighten tne load and b) in order to travel a windy road 
with its changes in direction, until the wagon can return to an orderly path, 


fhe reduction in the annual inflationary rate from 1V0 percent plus to W 
percent minus (how modest is the level of aspiration to which we have de- 
penerated during the 2 and a half years of Ehrlich's regime!) and a reduction 
in the balance of payments deficit from 4-5 billion dollars to 2-3 billion 
(as above)--these are tasks whose minimum period of realization, under optimal 
nditions, is 2-3 years. The meaning of optimal conditions is a proper 
finance minister, a stable, supportive government (such as is ready to approve 
the establishment of a reduced ministerial committee for economic affairs 
possessing broad (but not unlimited or unchecked) authority, a more or less 
disciplined public, and stability--at least relative--vis-a-vis external 
factors. cven a tinancial wizard would not be able to execute this task 
in less time, a tact which sets before the Likud government an enticing 
choice: whether to accept defeat in the 2Uth Knesset elections at the end 
of L¥SL, in the wake of public anger because of a salutary but painful policy 
tuat will have been forced on them by then (we will ignore the other possible 


iu of a political overthrow); or whether to lose the elections because 
| an economic crisis, which would be totally unavoidable during 1980-81 if 
thorii ’ os ria i ste »’* rsist 

nfortunately, in this instance, lite is not structured in terms of black 


and white and therefore even a third possibility may be possible; a few 
repairs in order to correct a few faults, some patches on the most dangerous 


tears; ad-hoc measures to prevent iaminent collapse--and no more. Liable 
to elect the thi ossibility are politicians and parties in whom beat the 
irive for political irvivai, itseil jual at least--"at least" being 
ed exceedingly carefull to the national sense of responsibility for the 
onetlal Lt t ‘ ri . 
Wiich of the three paths wili Mr norovitz take if the terms of employment 
tween him and Mr Se; mid thi eads ot the tactions of the coalition are 
ecided fe kn now, a ven Mr Begin knows that there is no point 
n getting rid Eht 1 order to replace him with Enriich, Regarding 
the syst itching up tears, somehow this mac(ter doesn't jibe with the 
ovublic image of | in, mt id ' , nanagead to arouse in the public 
in imp ion lt on eXperience, that ere are several matters that, 
in their « » are t more ‘mportant than a ministerial portfolio or a 
litical ireer all together. Among these matters--the strength of the 
if | nomy, ¢t ir j . na tive ntexrity . the country, Co our sorrow. 











vhat is to be done? It is impossible to order up ministers according to 
recipe, and Mr Hurvitz has come to us as he is. But we can help ourselves 

and him as well if we point out from time to time that we will not call upon 
the Cabinet to defend the integrity of the country (there are more than 

enough defenders of the walls without them) but rather to defend the integrity 
of the economy. 
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JORDAN 


GOVERNMENT'S RELATIONS WITH PALESTINE ORGANIZATION REVIEWED 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic 21 Dec 79 p 14 


/article by Ghanim Zurayqat: ‘What Is Going On Between Jordan and the Re- 
sistance?''/ 


/Text/ Yasir ‘Arafat reached Amman, as had been expected, without media 
tumult or press musings over the site of the meeting and the issues to be 
discussed in it. The man was received in Amman by King Husayn and stayed 
as Jordan's official guest, in the guest palace specifically. 


On the horizon one big question mark presented itself: would the meeting 
come up with a solution to the problem of the committee on the fund for 
supporting the perseverance of the inhabitants of the occupied territories, 
now that the resistance has unilaterally announced a freeze ou. that com- 
mittee? The detachments of the resistance had embraced various schools of 
thought in their analysis cf the dimensions of the freeze on the fund, sup- 
porting themselves by the nature of their stand on Jordan and basically the 
principle of Jordanian-Palestinian dialogue. The actual nature of the dis- 
pute in essence did not concern the distribution of certain subsidies to 
municipality heads. Each party .6 operating in its own way in the occupied 
territories and has the ability to move to procure the funds it requires 
from one source or another. 


The actual nature of the problem in Jordanian- Palestinian relations, rath- 
er, is considered one of the most delicate and conspicuous problems of 
peace in the Middle East. They are relations which always combine calmy 
and stormy weather at the same time. The joint committees meet over 

tables and at sessions without moving a step forward. The Palestinians de- 
mand that their political detainees be released while Jordan says that they 
belong to political parties opposed to the kingdom, are Jordanian citizens 
first of all aad have Jordanian citizenship. 


Since the Baghdad summit last year and the consecration of the Jordan‘an- 
Palestinian “reconciliation” at the Tunis summit under the slogan of “aa 
alternate Arab plan to the Camp David summit," each of the top parties, 


Jordan and the resistance, has been trying to budge the other from its 





position. Amman is trying to win a new Arab position through the plan for 
a solution King Husayn had previously presented(the United Kingdom plan), 
which met with American-Israeli approval. It was in this context that the 
Jordanian minister Sa‘id al-Tall said, after the first Jordanian-Palestin- 
ian meeting, “The best formulation for a solution to the Palestinian issue 
lies in implementation of the United Arab Kingdom plan, which King Husayn 
set forth in 1972. shis plan, which unifies the east and west banks of 
the Jordan River in a federal union, still exists because it is the appro- 
priate formula for regulating the affairs of the united family." 


This official statement was not directed to the Arab governments alone, 
but also to the Palestinian resistance, which had rejected the plan when 
King Husayn himself announced it. 


The resistance wants Jordan to stiffen its position regarding Camp David 
and the autonomy plan, and it wants Jordan not to deviate from the unanim- 
ity of Arab summit resolutions at a time when they call for adherence to 
the slogan of "an independent Palestinian state." 


However, what has happened in the corridors--news of which has leaked out, 
making things clearer--is that it is some prominent figures on the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip playing a dual role with Jordan and the Palestin- 
ian resistance who are promoting the continued dialogue, stressing that 
ic is not impossible that the Likud bloc governing Israel may depart from 
power soon and that the Israeli Labor Party will come in and play its part 
in the next stage of the “peace” process. These prominent figures have 
promises and guarantees that the proposed autonomy project will go through 
a “co@metic process" so that it will be more compatible with "Palestinian 
aspirations” and give King Husayn a greater role in the peace plans for 
the area. 


In the light of these circumstances, discussion on an ‘alternate Arab plan” 
to Camp David which in essence will not deviate from the United Arab King- 
dom peace plan is taking place openly in Jordan. 


In spite of all these contradictions, the dialogue goes on, in anticipation 
of the departure of Begin and the start of a new stage. 
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JORDAN 


NATION'S BUDGET FOR 1980 SUMMARIZED 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 6 Dec 79 p 6 


/article: "Draft Jordanian General Budget Law: Arab Aid Will Remain As 
Is While American Aid Will Decline"/ 


/Text/ The Jordanian minister of finance, Mr Muhammad al-Dabbas, presented 
the Jordanian National Consultative Council with che draft law for the gen- 
eral budget of the current year, 1980. The Jordanian National Council has 
transferred the draft law to the Financial Committee for study and discus- 
sion, to offer recommendations on it. Here are the most important points 
on which next year's budget has concentrated: 


1. Continued improvement of Jordanian armed forces capability. 


2. Continued development effort on guidance from the development plan in 
the light of new requirements. 


3. Absorption of a portion of the burden of a rise in the prices of food- 
stuffs and energy on citizens. 


4. Improvement of services the government provides in the fields of water, 
education, health, care, communications and transportation. 


5. Attention to independent organizations which participate with agencies 
of a government charecter in providing services or establishing projects. 


6. Continued provision of the wherewithal for perseverance to the occu- 
pied territories and the means for a dignified life for those who have 
left. 


?. Increased budget reliance on local revenues to cover different «aspects 
of current spending. 


Studying the general budget for next year, we find among its most import- 
ant features: 








l. The new budget for the coming year totals 529 million Jordanian dinars, 
an increase of i6 million Jordanian dinars over last year. In practice 
this represents a process of stifling inflation, as a consequence of the 
drop in expenditures. 


2. The Jordanian government has estimated that next year's revenues will 
total 208.6 million Jordanian dinars, an increase of 18.2 percent over 
1979; these revenues will cover 69.3 percent of estimated current expendi- 
tures. 


This trend means the following: 


A. There is an improvement, in that all current expenditures will be cov- 
ered by local revenues. 


B. An increase in exports through the encouragement of local industrial 
and agricultural output. 


C. An increase in imports. 


Through this, the Jordanian government has anticipated that Arab aid will 
stay at its 1979 level, although American aid will drop from 9 to 6 mil- 
lion Jordanian dinars. This is the final period of this aid. 


3. Expenditures for 1980 have been estimated at 301.3 million Jordanian 
dinars, an increase of 9.5 million dinars over last year, 19/79--that is, 
an increase of 3.3 percent. In estimating current expenditures, attention 
has been given to reducing current spending to a minimum, with the objec- 
tive of reducing the reliance on foreign aid in these expenditures, of in- 
creasing reliance on local revenues, and of limiting inflation. In addi- 
tion, a large portion of expenditures has been oriented toward fuel and 
supply commodity subsidies and to such indirect subsidies as universities, 
hospitals, municipalities, the Cooperative Organization, specialized lend- 
ing institutions, societies, and refugee aid. 


As regards development expenditures, the Jordanian government has deter- 
mined not to reduce the value of the estimated capital spending for 1980 
below its 1979 level; the estimated allegations for 1980 total 227.9 mil- 
lion Jordanian dinars, an increase of 23.8 million dinars over the previ- 
ous year, 1979; this has been given to development projects, and repre- 
sents 11.7 percent. Among the most important capital projects set out in 
the budget are: 


A. In the production sector: 


The government has sustained the level of its commitments toward the ferti 
lizer and potassium projects. Participation in the capital of the Cooper- 
ative Organization and the Agricultural Lending Organization will also 








increase, as will implementation of the Jordan Valley Authority projects, 
and the Ministry of Agriculture will devote attention to producing im- 
proved seeds, forestation, and agricultural service performance improve- 
ment . 


The government will also continue completing studies on construction of 
the al-Mugarin Dam. The Jordanian government has also been interested in 
particular in devising local energy substitutes by carrying out practical 
studies on oil shale and shale uses in industry and electric power gener- 
ation. 


B. In the Potable Water Sector: 


The budget includes additional allocations to the Potable Water Organiza 
tion. The organization's budget has risen from 2.5 million Jordanian 
dinars in 1979 to 5,284,000 dinars, an increase of lll percent. There is 
also a project to pipe al-Azraq water to Amman at a cost of 9 million 
dinars. 


C. The Housing Sector: 


Two million Jordanian dinars have been allocated to the Housing Organiza- 
tion, and the Jordanian government is trying to finance the Abu Nusayr 
City project. The government is continuing to give the Housing Organiza- 
tion banking facilities from the Central Bank and the Housing Bank. 


D. The Communications Sector: 


Next year the Communications Organization will provide about 31,000 new 
telephone numbers, and there will be an expansion in telex services. 

There will be an improvement in the systems in the towns and rural areas 
and there will be an improvement in domestic and international dialling. 


E. The Independent Organizations Sector: 


The government offers annual aid which in 1979 totalled 16 million dinars 
to such independent organizations as the Electric Authority, the Port Or- 
ganization, the railways, Alia, the Geographic Center, the Water and Sewer 
Authority, the free zones and public transportation. These are the most 
important aspects of the new Jordanian government budget for 1980, which 
comprises a deficit estimated at 25 million dinars which is expected to be 
covered by development bonds. There is a further uncovered deficit 
totalling 9,233,000 Jordanian dinars which has been placed under the 
article “Additional Aid". That is, the total covered and uncovered 
deficit comes to 34,233,000 Jordanian dinars. This figure is close to the 
subsidies being offered for fuel and supplies. The deficit for last year, 
which will be carried forward to 1980, came to a total of 81.5 million 
dinars. 





11887 
CSO: 4802 








LEBANON 


OFFICIAL MONITORING OF TELEPHONES DEPLORED 
seirut AL-NIDA' AL-USBU'I in Arabic 18 Nov 79 pp 4,5 


[Article by Tariq al-"Amili: "The Deuxieme Bureau Is Attempting To Count 
the Breaths of Lebamese Preparatory To Imposing the American Solutions and 


rc 


Fascist Schemes" ] 


(text) A warning against the danger of a military dictatorship is not just 

a general political heading, but rather a complete and detailed dossier which 
must be read page by page with great care, The page concerning the rebuilding 
of the army must be read carefully so that we know what kind of army is being 
built. We must use a magnifying glass to find out what is hidden between the 
Lines on the page pertaining to the Deuxieme Bureau, which is reverting to 
new-Old methods, Many pages must be read, and this is the duty of all dem- 
cratic nationalists who are dedicated to the thing which justifies the exis- 
tence of their nation, freedom, 


fhe Author of the Script Is American 


All the details indicate that the head of the administration is proceeding 
with a plan for a solution to settle the crisis for which America has written 
the script. Because the plan is American, we must realize that since the 
post-World War Il era, the Americans have not made any substantial changes in 
the settlement plans which they voluntarily undertake for their allies, sup- 
orters and friends in the world--especially in the Third World. Thus, we 
are seeing scenes unfold which bear a considerable resemblance to the scenes 
we witnessed with the American settlement plans tor Greece, Chile, Iran, Paki- 
stan, South Korea, and a large collection of states scattered from Latin Amer- 
ica to the remotest parts of the East. But despite the fact that America 
continues to water the seeds of dictatorship, the scythes of the peoples have 
begun to mow down what these seeds have produced. 


e = 
SUTEYV, ine y Lut Ss Ut! 


Let’s read together part of the old but new page which we have heard about 
efore and is confronting us again today. it begins with this scene: Hello, 


lohn Doe? 














= -Yes. 
' ; ; . } 7 , ° 
--wWhat's your Opinion about the amendment of the new defense law? 


-~All my previous expectations turned out to be true. They.reject the new 

defense law, and are determined--click...click...click...(The call has been 
cut off. Another attempt is made to complete the call, and is successful. 

The conversation cont inues:) 


--Sorry, we Were cut otf, 


--You mean they cut us off. IL want to tell you that in spite of my affection 
tor the president of the republic, | think that he is a weak person who is 
surrounded by people...who are seeking to siience me in all sorts of ways. 
But I will not keep quiet, and time will show us the evil outcomes of their 
actions. (The conversation ends.) 


This is a sampling from innumerable daily transcripts which are aot imaginary 
in amy respect. The familiar heading under which these transcriptions fall is: 
spying on the citizens by telephone! 


The Era of Lists [of opponents and possible opponents], Names and Espionage 


Unce again, Lebanese are entering an era of lists containing names upon names 
ot people whose every word must be memorized by heart. In fact, intervention 
in the conversations of these persons and the use of various forms of inter- 
ference to stop these conversations are to be used if the “monitor” does not 
see any benefit in recording them! 


[his resembles a police story, does it not? However, this is not merely a 

case of resemblance, but one of basic detailedness taken from the police sys- 

tem which is now im the process Of being set up. 

How is this espionage operation being accomplished? We leave the answer to 

be supplied by some details which have become available to us and which we 
to the responsivle officials for verification--especially since some 

of taese otfictals nave been subjected to this operation in turn, 


To the Secret Room in Badaru Central 


the telephone espionage center is Badaru central-<or to be exact, it is located 
in a room which is closed to the central exchange's regular employees. 


Un 19 October of last year, the Political Council of the city of Beirut raised 
tt, : " ’ ‘ 

these questions: How is the monitoring of telephones accomplished, on whom is 

it irried out, and who does the monitoring? why was the monitoring equipment 


moved trom the main xchange on Riyadh al-Sulh Street to the Badaru exchange?’ 


However, these questions remain unanswered tor the officials to this day. 








inturmalCLonm sources say Llua@t Che decision tO use tire Bucaru eaAkchange CO MBuoniCtor 
telephone communications was made during the period following the intensilica~ 
tion of the first stage of the crisis, which lasted 2 years. For this purpose, 

1 special wing of the Sadaru exchange was set aside. This wing was turnished with 
mdern equipment which was operated by employees [rom General security amd Ci 
mux lemme Oure du, 


« technical reasons for choosing the Sbadaru central exchange to play this 
role stem from the fact that the exchange is centrally located with respect 
to the other telephome exchanges in the capital, the suburbs and the other 
districts. ALl of the exchanges are linked with each other by cables, which 


are called trunk cables. 

CXposing Che VeuxXileMe Sureadu 

based on instructions issued by the Deuxieme Bureau or General Security, the 

order is given to one of the telephone exchanges to transfer a specified tele- 
one line belonging t 4 person who is to be minitored trom the main cable to 


‘ runmk cable connected with Sadaru exchange, 


: ’ , . ‘ 
a order to tacilitate this exchange’s role of carrying out its operations in 


the most thorough manner, its capab lity to allocate lines is being expanded. 
t is now ¢ second largest exchange in the country following the main exchange, 
Riyadh al-Suif, The Lines extending trom the exchange now number around 2U, 
: me of these lines leads to the residence of Prime Minister Salim al-ituss 
mse | . 
Moreover, meern to put the telephone exchanges bac« into operation while 
they were siut down tor various reasons was directed at the Sadarfu exchange 
IDYV ill others, when the crisis of interrupted teiephone service intensi- 
fied during the Last days in office of the tormer minister, Farid Rufayil, 
‘ eneral director ma 6 Ministry I ‘ost, lelegraph an lelephone, Rimi 
mi, announced: “The telephone administration did not stop working a single 


day." te added: “When the SJadaru, al-Hazimiyah and al-Ashrafiyah exchanges 
some hits and the disruption of telephone setvice, 


. 


Stopped WOTKINg Decause 


(\WOrTG Missing) tO secure SaCaru eCACIAaANE in 2 hours, al-ltiazimiyah in 4 hours, 
e 
ma a4i-Asniral 1 A@lter of bjOuUTS. 
Utse, . - cS May ive been a very long time tor the sadaru exchange, 
since ¢ “mo rs: t secret room missed the chance to bag some 
si teks e 
‘ a ~“ ‘ ; ry) ‘ ‘ 
a 1 in ten ft . . AS ice I » tne iuMman element, Of COUrS« . intormed 
rces sa j ittet j sit ‘ learned that the equipment used to 
" ‘ . 
i oU's. This equipment relies pri- 
rill ‘ lect rain which regulates the monitoring operation and the 


iw ins f automatic commands to 4 iarge group of recorders to switch them on 
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which are being monitored, This issue must become a scandal of the same 
proportions as the telephone monitoring scandal which occurred in France in 
1975 when the newspaper CANARD ENCHAINEE discovered that not only were its 
telephone lines monitored but there were secret listening devices in the 
editors’ meeting room. Minister of Interior Poniatowski had no choice but to 
try to invent justifications based on the law. sut the issue increased in 
intensity, and it became evident that many heads would have to be knocked 
together. At that time, a series of laws was issued which prohibited any form 
of telephone monitoring except in very restricted circumstances, and even then 
uch operations would have to be superivsed by a committee made up of indi- 
viduais of proven integrity. 


The issue is the protection of freedoms, Thus, observers feel that something 
like a race in time is taking place between the plan to surrender Lebanon 

to the claws of a police system and the effort to return it to an atmosphere 
of democracy. This race may »e Competed in as short a time as 3 years. 


We still have some details which reveal that every means will be employed to 
rea the goal of turning Lebanon into a police state, 


[These means inciude Commissioning Organizations in the private sector to func- 
tion as “information banks,” i.e., centers specializing in espionage which buy 
and seli information. These organizations are attempting to work in nationalist 
areas in particular. 


rvers do not rule out anything which has been Mentioned in the context 
of the plan for a military dictatorship for Lebanon so long as the adminis- 
tration is headed by an individual who has not yet taken matters firmly in 
hand by embracing the clear alternative of democracy. 


In this matter, history is repeating itself. For intelligence organizations 
alway ; SC ale tne wall Ol the we ik regime, 





LIBYA 


WATER RESOURCES STUDI“, FULL UTILIZATION URGED 
Tripoli AL-THAQAFAH AL-'ARABIYAH in Arabic Nov 79 pp 56-63 


[Article by Dr Mahmud al-Salawi: “Water Resources in Socialist People's 


Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah" | 


[Text] The Arab homeland covers a vast area and encompasses nearly 27 
latitudinal degrees. Therefore, the Arab homeland‘s climate varies greatly, 
considering that the northern parts of this homeland fall within the mod- 
erate zones whereas the souther. parts fall within the semi-tropical zone. 
Most of the Arab homeland falls within the desert region which is poor in 
both flora and fauna. Despite this, the possibility of transforming a 

large part of this homeland into cultivable land is an indubitably certain 
possibility, if the water necessary and suitable for such transformation 

is found. The cultivated area in the Arab homeland is estimated at 105 
million feddans or nearly 3 percent of the world's total cultivated area. 


There are still vast areas in the Arab homeland capable of producing but 


not cultivated yet. This heralds the possibility of increasing the Arab 
homeland's population, provided that efforts are exerted to distribute 
this population in a manner compatible with the agricultural resources and 
to exploit the cultivable lands. 
he Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah is one of the Arab home- 
land’ ountries most of whose territories are located in a desert region 
haracterized by the ick of water. This is why water has been and con- 
tinues to be the fundamental factor determining horizontal agricultural 
xpansion. tecause most of the Jamahiriyah's territories are iocated in 


im area characterized by little iinfall and a high degree of evaporation, 


r 
problems similar to those of the other Arab 


’ " cf. war 
the lands ar 0 en exposed to 


r 
uuntries, as well as others, that suffer from the lack of rainfall and 

the sams limat ic onditions prevailing in our area. This is why it is 
necessary for water studies to receive a high degree of the attention of 

, the Jamahiriyah is exerting utmost ef- 
ing large su money to facilitate such studies and to 
enhance and develwp them to the highest required level. Within this 
framework, we find increasing and active interest in the following: 





Studying surface and underground water resources, determining the quan- 
tity and distribution of these waters, building dams and other projects 
to exploit flood waters and running surface waters. 


Devoting attention to setting up and developing irrigation projects. 


Regulating the explcitation of underground water and issuing laws to pro- 
tect these resources against decline and depletion and tu preserve them 
as a strategic national wealth. 


Devoting attention to setting up and developing drainage projects so that 
reclaimed lands may not turn into saline lands. 


Surveying aad classifying reclamable and cultivable lands in which expan- 
Sion is to take place, provided that the necessary water resources are 
available for cultivating and irrigating these lands. 


Devoting attention to afforestation and building terraces, bridges and 
windbreakers and regulating ploughing and other activities to fight ero- 
Sion of soil by water and wind in the areas of che Jamahiriyah that are 
exposed to such problems and to protect soil and water against waste and 


loss. 


Devoting attention to the desalination of sea water for drinking and irri- 
gation purposes, conducting studies to get water from artificial rain and 
re-using the sewerage water produced by cities for irrigating agricultural 
projects, such as al-Hadabah al-Khadra’ [Green Plateau] project, for ex- 


on 7 
impiec. 


Water sources in the Arab homeland are comprised of rain water, river water 
and underground water. While there are flood areas where permanent rivers 
run, such as Sudan, Egypt and Iraq, there are other vast areas in the Arab 
homeland that depend on rain water and underground water, as in the Jama- 
hiriyah, Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Syria, 

the UAE, the Gulf area and other Arab countries. 


We will try in this article to shed some light, little as it may be, on 
the water resources in some Arab countries. Let us start with the Social- 


DD 


ist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah. 


The area of the Jamahiriyah is nearly 175,954 hectares. Libya extends be- 
tween altitudes 20 dexyrees to 32 degrees north and longitudes 25 degrees 
to 10 degrees east. It !s bordered by the Arab Republic of Egypt and Sudan 
from the southeast, ttix« Mediterranean Sea from the north, Tunisia and Al- 
geria fcom the west, the Niger Republic and Chad from the south. Accord- 
ing to contours, climate, the flora and the water resources, the Jama- 
iriyah can be divided into the following three parts: The western part, 
the eastern part and the southwestern and southeastern part. 








The western part comprises the western Jamahiriyah and is characterized by 
the presence of the Naffusah or Tripoli mountain range (al-Jabal al-Gharbi). 
Broad and even plains, known by the name of al-Jifarah plain, are located 
between this mountain range and the Mediterranean coast. Extending along 
the coast are sand dunes consisting of continental and marine sediments 
and interspersed by depressions filled by lakes and saline marshes. The 
land adjacent to the coast is calcareous and sandy land whereas the land 
behind the coastal marshes is saline land. The rainfall in this area, in 
the winter, amounts to an average of 350 millimeters annually near Tripoli. 
This average is higher near the mountain ridge and lower south of the moun- 
tain. All the rain may fall over this area within a short period, i.e. 
over several days. Nearly one half the Jamahiriyah‘s population is concen- 
trated in this area. In the area of al-Hamadah al-Hamra and west of the 
Surt Basin, the average annual rainfall is less than 50 millimeters. The 
hydrographic network, i.e. the natural river [sic] disposal area of the 
Naffusah mountain range, is the only rain disposal network in this area. 

It is the network that carries a large part of the running water in the 
area and of the rain water that remains after seepage. When we discuss 

the volume of the running water after rainfall in the various valleys and 
over a distance of more than 20 kilometers in al-Jifarah plain, we find 
that the average annual flow of surface water along the southern and west- 
ern ridges of Naffusah mountain amounts to 30-50 million cubic meters of 
water a year. The Jamahiriyah is currently conducting extensive studies 
to exploit this surface water and to prevent its wasteful termination in 
the sea. The Jamahiriyah is doing this by conducting studies on the 
valleys so as to build dams and reservoirs on them. The best example of 
this is the Wadi [valley] Ki'‘am dam which retains 10 million cubic meters 
of running surface water every year and which has a storage capacity of 

100 million cubic meters. There is also the Wadi al-Mujaynin dam which 
prevents the loss of nearly 14 million cubic meters of running surface 
water annually and which has a storage capacity of 58 million cubic meters. 
Many other dams are currently either under study or implementation, such 
as the dams of al-Habarah area on the valleys of Al-Rumman, al-Sawwakh, 
Abu- "A'ishah, Abu-Shaybah, Lubdah and Suq al-Khamis. These dam projects 
are meant to control the running surface water and not to let it flow 
wastetully to the sea so that it may be exploited to irrigate the major 
agricultural projects in the areas of al-Jifarah plain, al-Sulul al-Khudr 
ind Wadi Zamzam, in addition ¢t protecting the city of Tripoli, the town 

f Ibn Ghashir and ner towns from the danger of floods that destroy the 
land and the crops in the areas they hit. The dams are also meant to re- 
furbish the underground water reservoirs existing in these areas. 


Underground water ii tl part of the Jamahiriyah is of utmost importance 
because it ; the main source tor all water uses in this most vital and 
active part of the Jamahiriyah. The various agricultural, industrial and 
population activities in this area affect the volume and quality of the 
underground water stored here, pectaliy drinking water and water used 
for agriculture. [The Secretariat f Dams (and Water Resources, now the 
Water Resources and Soil Authority) has devoted since its creation an 


enormous part of its resources and activities to studying the deep and 





close-to-surface underground resources in this part of the Jamahiriyah. 

The authority has faced numerous problems connected with this vital sector, 
namely the water resources sector, and has exerted utmost efforts to solve 
these problems or to find solutions for them so as to preserve this stra- 
teyle and vital resource in this part of the country. The authority Is 
still conducting research and studies and exerting scientific and practical 
efforts to study the current and future water situation in this area, to 
overcome the present problems and to prevent the emergence of water prob- 
lems in the future. 
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Geologically, al-Jifarah plain can be divided into two main parts: 


The northern part--north of al-‘Aziziyah--which consists of thick sandy and 
calcareous layers infused with clay. 


The southern part located between al-‘Aziziyah longitude [sic] and Naffusah 
mountain which consists of thin layers of the quaternary period covering 
rocks of the Jurassic period, comprised mainly of a combination of sand, 
clay and dolomite rocks. 


Insofar as underground water reservoirs are concerned, al-Jifarah plain 
has various levels of underground water. The water volume, depth and 
quality varies from one level to another and from one reservoir to another. 
The layers formed in the quaternary period contain two levels. The first 
level is close to the surface and has been exploited extensively near the 
coast. The exploitation of this water started on the hands of the Arab 
farmers who used the water to irrigate their small coastal oasis iarms a 
long time ago. The level of this water ranges from 15.5 meters under the 
surface in the area of Tripoli city to more than 10 meters in the west. 

The level gets deeper toward the center and the east where it reaches 20 
meters. In any case, the underground water level in the area is not 
regular. While it is close to the ground surface near Sawani Ibn Adam, 

it reaches a depth of 50-100 meters in the eastern parts of the mountain. 
The water flows slowly in the west. It has also been found that some 
rocks contain salt and the water is, therefore, saline. In the east, the 
water stores are interspersed by layers of dry clay and the water flows 
rapidly, thus turning fresh. There are faulty formations in the base rocks 
dating back to the miocene, and even the (oligocene), epoch and these 
faults have caused he presence of fissures southeast of al-‘Aziziyah that 
make the water flew southward instead of northward. 


Water wells at this level are found in abundance in the area between 
Tajura’ and Tripoli and the average yield of a wet. is 13.5-15 cubic 
meters per hour. The exploitation of this level of unuerground water is 
low in the east because of the depth of the water and in the west because 
of its salinity, as in the case of Zaltan and Bu Kammash. If exploited 
properly, the yield per well can be doubled, as has happened in Ibn 
Ghashir area. 
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The second water level in the formations of the quaternary period is the 
most important source of underground water in al-Jifarah plain. This 

level lies 20-25 meters below the abovementioned level and consists of 

sund and gravel. It is 15-40 meters thick. Under hydraulic pressure, 

the waters of this level may rise to reach the first level. This makes 

it likely that they constitute a single level hydraulically, separated 

it times by layers of dry clay. When these layers are present, they lead 
to the emergence of two water levels, as is the case in al-‘Aziziyah and 
Sug al-Sabt. In Zanzur and (al-Sawani), the separating layer disappears 
and the two levels merge. The water yield of this level is good and ranges 


from 100-150 cubic meters per well per hour. However, the yield may amount 
to 300 cubic meters per hour. This level supplies a part of the water 
needs of the city of Tripoli. 


The formations of the tertiary period belong to the miocene age and in- 
clude two levels: The upper level comprised of calcareous and clay rock 
from the (turonic) age and this level is less important than the (turonic) 
level generally. 


sic 
The second, and more important, level is the deeper level whose waters are 
tound in layers of sand rocks and gravel from the (recent) era. The two 
miocene levels are separated by a layer of clay and calcareous deposits. 
The layers containing the water are inclined in a northwesterly direction 
where the water sinks deeper and forms artesian wells. While the first 
level is at a depth of 250 meters below ground surface, the second level 
is as deep as 600 meters west of the city of Tripoli. But when artesian 
wells are drilled in the area, the water rises to a depth of 23 meters 
under ground surface and the second rises to sea level [sic]. Yield from 


the second water level i nsidered abundant and ranges from 20-50 cubic 
meters per hour [per wel! leep water pumps are used, the yield per 
well may rise to 100-2(C eters per hour. 
The second level water is more saline than the first, or higher, level 
water generally and is not fit for the cultivation of many kinds of crops, 
such as peanuts, wheat and vegetables However, this water has been 
proven suitable for the irrigation of other crops, such as citrus fruits 
and clover 

’ sum up, the most important independent level at present is higher level 
‘ff the quaternary riod, located along the coastal strip. The water of 


this level dries up quick] ind becomes more saline the more it is ex-~ 
ploited. The most important level containing abundcaat and good-quality 


water is the second, or lower, level of the format ons of the quaternary 
period. The present and future importance of this level escalates the 
deeper you move eastward and toward the enter. 

The salini.y and high temperatur f the waters of the two levels of the 
tertiary period pre we the use of this water for irrigation. However, 
this water can be still used by mixing it with fresh water and then select- 


ed use of this mixture, in 


ing the right croy ind ‘il tor the expand 





addition to providing the drainage means. The water can be cooled in 
basins before being used for this purpose. 

As for the fear of depletion of the water resources, this is due to the 
ill distribution of wells and the failure of the consumption to take the 
local supply sources into consideration. The large consumption exceeding 
the supply capacity of the water stored in the formations of the quaternary 
period may lead to a steep drop in the water level of the wells, thus 
causing the saline sea water to mix with the fresh underground water. It 
is established scientifically that the volume of water consumed should 

not exceed the volume of the water refurbishing the reservoir either from 
rain water or through water seeping into the reservoir from the northern 
ridge of Tripoli mountain which is inclined, along with these layers, 
toward the sea. This is in addition to the abundant flood water carried 

by the ravines into this reservoir. 


Al-Jabal al-Gharbi or Tripoli mountain (Naffusah mountain) has four levels 
of underground water, namely: 


The first level is the highest [closest to ground surface] and is found 
where there are abundant rains. The water-bearing layers of this level 

are very thick, as in Yafran and Kaklah. Even though some of the water 
springs of this level, such as the two al-Rumiyah «cprings, yield abundant 
juantities, the level is very sensitive to the summer drought and hardly 
torms «4 water level in the full sense of the word at this time. This level 
has been formed where the calcareous rock layers meet with the layers of 
marl mixed with sand. This level is the source of four springs at the 
peripheries of al-Asabi’‘ah. This level also supplies the wells of al- 

h, especially the two al-Rumiyah springs that used to supply 

Yatran with water during the Turkish era. A little to the west, this 

level supplies the two al-Zarqa’' springs and the two al-Khalayifah springs, 
| ti lls in al-Zarqa’ valley. 


~ 
“ 
| 
cf 
(oe 
~ 
4 
~ 
w* 
> 


t is tound in the calcareous rock formation in Nalut where 
this formation meets with a thin layer of yellow marl, gypsum and sand. 

lt is the most important level due to the thickness of the Nalut calcareous 
rock layer and its proximity to the ground surfa.e. Numerous fresh water 
springs emanate from this level, :uch Nalut springs and al-'Uyun al-Thamani 
springs in Tirkit valley, the two ‘prings in Tirkit village, the springs 

‘f al-Khirbah and the springs of Fabaw, Wadi al-Shaykh and al-Harabah. 
Wells are usually drilled in the valleys close to the springs, except in 
Kaklah and Yafrin areas where they are drilled in the upper surface of the 


il-OQiral prings are locate ear a waterfall close to Wadi Ghadw and 
ire at dept f 20 meters below ground surface. This area also contains 
st of D.yar al-Ruhaybat springs, al-Hayy Asfal springs and Tawghat spring. 


rings in the areas of Jadu and al-Rujban get their water from this 





The third level is located 15-20 meters below the preceding level. There 
is a chain of springs at the meeting point of the calcareous rock forma- 
tion with the layer comprised of calcareous, marl and sand rocks or of 
the marl and sand rocks. The second and third levels merge because the 
water of the wells and springs of the third level gushing out from the 
gravelly beds of valieys is possibly mixed with the waters of the second 
level. The waters of both levels are often mixed in a number of springs, 
such as Ghadhiyah spring and Kadaw spring in the Awlad Khalifah area in 
al-Zintan and the springs of Awlad ! s'‘ud village. This third level is 
relatively important because the sandy marl rock on which the Nalut cal- 
‘areous rock formation is based allows degree of water seepage, as in 
the case of Kabaw, al-Harabah and al-Ruhaybat wells. The importance of 
this level escalates east of Jadu where water flow from the second level 
decreases in the areas of al-Rujban, al-Zintan and al-Rabayinah. The 
most important of the seven springs in al-Rujban valley is al-Sharsharah 
spring which gushes out in the form of a beautiful waterfall flowing out 
of a big cleft in the sandy marl rock formation at the bottom of the 
village Wwlad Barahimah. The water flow from al-Shirsharah spring, 
ccated north of Tarbanah, is estimated at 152 cubic meters per day. 
suurth level The springs at the foot of the mountain, near al-Jifarah 
ridge, emanate trom this leve these are small springs producing water 
with a low degree of salinity Some of the springs emanate from al- 
Waylidi level at the wer foothills of the mountain, such as Qasr al- 
Hajj, Shakshuk, al-Jawsh and Ti springs. There then tollows a chain 
9t springs pouring t of the beds of the valleys that cross the water- 
bearing layers. ‘re is a large number of these springs which yield 
a small volume of er Moreover, these springs don't yield water regu- 
larly because ey depend on running water in the valleys, a source which 
is als rregular ells ar rilled at the lower parts of the valleys, 
ear the mout thes illeys. e wi so produce irregularly and 
ive t ve dr r the rther we move from the mountain ridge. 
he e< ir tud t ertains to the eastern part otf 
the umahir . ime 7 . ir and Benghazi plain. The area 
thi bart de }u eters It is 300-kilometers 
ina i ‘ x lt is hharply inclined 
toward the é toward the south. Rain reflects 
t! ict e from the sea. Rainfall is 
abundant in ¢ coastal areas in the north and 
the west Ra 3 5 ear to year. For example, rain- 
i rang r neters in Shahhat and 110 to 535 
imet i iinfa u ver a limited number of 
lay " , ra t rage ‘O to 80 days. The rainy season 
i it t t t i! March, with most of the rain 
f lili ht of the average raintall, al-Jabal 
wmtal et meters of » includ LOX2.8 cubic 
te wt t thills [figures as published in Eng- 
in ¢t r t t easy to estimate the relationship between 








the loss and gain factors in al-Jabal areas, and it is impossible to make 
this estimate for al-Jabal in its entirety, because the surface flow, 
evaporation and seerage coefficients are not known. However, the wide- 
spread presence of rugged slopes and the high rate of water seepage where 
calcareous rocks with their special characteristics are found does not 
permit a high degree of evaporation because these factors do not allow 
water, especially along the northern slopes, to remain over ground sur- 
face for a long period of time. Consequently, there is a big difference 
in the degree of evaporation between the northern and southern foothills. 


Al-Jabal al~Akhdar is characterized by the presence of two ridges that 
confine between them a course from which most of the fast-flowing streams 
flowing into the sea emanate. The first ridge extends from the south to 
the northwest and then proceeds east and reaches an altitude of 300 meters 
near the sea by the effect of the various streams that cross it [sic]. 
This ridge runs parallel to the second ridge which is at a higher altii.ude 
toward the center. However, the distance between the two ridges or the 
width of the path located between them narrows in the direction of the 
east. The change in the [water] level in one of the two ridges is generally 
equal to the change in the other. This means that the two levels rise and 
drop simultaneously. Therefore, the difference between the two levels 
ranges generally from 120-200 meters. 


Lf the average rainfall in al-Jabal al-Akhdar .s taken into consideration, 
the total rainfall volume is estimated at more than 3.5 billion cubic 
meters annually, a part of which seeps underground, another part is con- 
sumed by cultivation and evaporation and the rest flows into running 
streams that are lost mainly to the sea. To make use of the volume that 

is lost in the sea and to exploit it for irrigation and other purposes, 
various studies have been conducted to build dams and reservoirs. This 

is in addition to the goal of protecting the major cities, such as Benghazi 
ind Darnah, which are often exposed to the danger of the floods caused by 
the agglomeration of running water in the wake of rain storms. This danger 
emanates from the fact that these cities are located close to the mouths 

tf the valleys. Another goal of the construction of such dams and reser- 
voirs is to exploit the rain woter to refurbish the underground water 


reservoir. A number of retention. dams have also been built in the valleys 
penetrating al~Jabal al-Akhdar agvicultural projerts so that they may slow 
down the onrush of the running water and protect the soil against erosion. 


For example, the dams that have been built and the ones under study and 
mstruction in this area include Wadi al-Qawd dam for weter storage, two 
lams to store water in Wadi Darnah, 10 protection dams and 23 obd- 
struction dams in the same valley, Wadi al-Bab dam for water storage, the 
stone-built obstruction dams in Ghawt al-Sultan and Wadi al-Qattarah dam. 
The executive authority of al-Jabal al-Akhdar project has also built three 
ated ground-level dams to collect a part of the rain water with a total 
pacity of 29,500 ibic meters so that the water may be used partially 
fer irrigation in the area of Yattah in the dry periods. 
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(bounds of the porous calcareous rock formation) at the center of the 
basin. This water is of excellent quality and contains 500 [parts of salt] 
per million parts. 


In 1972, numerous wells were drilled in the form of a field containing 
more than 100 productive wells in al-Kufrah production project. The wells 
were drilled at depths reaching 300 meters. Eact has a production capacity 
amounting to 76 liters per s¢cond and is fitted with an automatic rotary 
sprinkler system which irrigates an area of 100 hectares in 60 hours. The 
distance between one we! «nd the other is nearly 1,100 meters. With the 
use of some fertiliz. s 2° constant irrigation in this area with its 
coarse grain of sand, it has been possible to obtain a good crop of clover. 


In 1974-75, another field of water wells consisting of 35 wells was drilled 
in al-Kufrah resettlement project which is adjacent to al-Kufrah produc- 
tion project. The wells here are deeper than those in al-Kufrah production 
project--their depth reaching 500 meters. The yield of these wells is 
twice or threefold that of al-Kufrah production project wells, thus indi- 
cating that the second water layer is more abundant than the first layer. 


At a distance of 400 kilometers north of al-Kufrah field of water wells, 
we find al-Sarir area. Hydraulogically, the water reservoir in al-Sarir 
area is considered a multi-layer reservoir. The furthest depth of these 
layers or of the sediments saturated with water is nearly 850 meters. 
These layers are located in the center of the reservoir. The depth of the 
water belt or level in the area ranges from 30-60 meters. Numerous ini- 
tial and detiiled tests and geologicai and hydraulic studies were con- 
ducted in the area in 1975 and a proposal was made for drilling a field of 
water wells comprised of 159 wells divided over lines extending from the 
east to the west, with 15 wells in every line, a distance of 2.5 kilometers 
between one well and another and a distance of 10 kilometers between one 
line and another. The depth of the filters in these wells ranged from 
150-300 meters. In 1977, 100 wells were exploited for the winter grain 
crop. The yield of each well amounted to 76 liters per second and each 
well was able to irrigate 80 hectares. 


The geological age of al-Sarir basin dates back to the middle post-miocene 
epoch which is considered fundamentally the epoch of the formation of the 
wate, reservoirs belt. 


A field of water wells was also built to supply water to the northern al- 
Sarir production project. A total of 76 wells have been drilled at depths 
of nearly 300 meters and with filters [masafi] located at depths ranging 
from 150-300 meters. The water in this project is fresh and suitable 

for irrigation. Its electric conductivity ranges from 1,100 to 1,900 
(micromos). The production capacity of the wells ranges from 18-66 cubic 
meters per hour. 


A considerable underground water reservoir is also found at a distance of 
nearly 40 kilometers southwest of Jalu oasis. The thickness of the satu- 
rated layer or the water-bearing layer of this reservoir reaches 87 meters. 
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The water level is at a depth of 83 meters from the ground surface in 
Jalu oas‘s. A total of 33 wells have been drilled in three parallel and 
equ2l lines separated by a distance of 12 kilometers. The yield per well 
has amounted to nearly 36 liters per second. 


It is believed, after discovery of al-Sarir canal, that the sources refur- 
bishing al-Kufrah basin are the rains that fall in the distant areas to 
the south, such as Ardi, (Ayindi) and Tibesti Mountains where rainfall 
ranges from 250-750 millimeters [annually], keeping in mind that there are 
numerous theories that explain the sources of this asin. 


Brother reader, we have tried in this article to cast a simple glance at 
the water resources of one of our Arab countries, namely the Socialist 
People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah which is witnessing a large-scale and 
ambitious agricultural renaissance. In future meetings with you, we will 
try, God willing, to shed light on the water resources in another part of 
the greater Arab homeland. 
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BRIEFS 


ANTICOMMANDO UNIT--In December, Raymond Sasia, the head of the security 
department of the ministry of the interior and former bodyguard of General 
de Gaulle, Robert Broussard, chief of the anticrime brigade, and a captain 
in the strike group of the national gendarmerie went to Morocco to help 
establish, at the request of King Hassan II, a Moroccan anticommando unit. 
[Text] [Paris LE POINT in French 7 Jan 80 p 27} 


CSO: 4400 
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QATAR 


"AL-"URUBAH’ CLAIMS UNITED STATES FORCING IRAN TO TURN ELSEWHERE FOR HELP 
Doha AL-'URUBAH in Arabic 29 Nov 79 p 3 
[Editorial: "Washington and Threat of Using Force"] 


[Text] If the U.S. administration decides to carry out its threat to use 
force against the Iranian revolution, then this administration will have 
decided to plough the sea and, thus, to sink in the Iranian quicksands. 


It seems that the passage of sowe time over the Vietnamese lesson has 
caused the U.S. administration to forget or to ignore its results. Thus, 
we find the heroic threats of invasion again floatiug over the surface 
of the events. 


The problem of Washington is that it doesn't fully comprehend the lessons 
of the recent history and does not possess the ability to understand revo- 
lutions with a rational logic. 


The U.S. administration which was accustomed in the shah's time to having 
the ruler in Tehran as the representative of its interests and dreams in 
Iran finds it hard to accept a new regime that considers only the interest 
of its country and its people. At one time Washington lost Egypt's friend- 
ship because it did not understand ‘Abd-al-Nasir and the Egyptian revolu- 
tion. Since the time of Washington's confrontation with ‘Abd-al-Nasir, 

the sentiments of the Arab masses have been hostile to Washington. This 
hostility continues until the present because the U.S. administration's 
sympathies have been with Israel while all its interests are with the 
Arabs. 








Recent history gives us a living example of the U.S. administration's mud- 
dling. It is well known that Dr Fidel Castro led the Cuban revolutionaries 
to liberate Cuba from the rule of dictator Battista. 


When Cuba was liberated by the revolutionaries, Washington failed to under- 
stand the fact and its negative positions motivated Castro to ask for aid 
from Moscow. At the time, Castro was not a communist but the U.S. policy 
forced the leader of the Cuban revolutionaries to adopt Marxism, and so 
forth. 
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At present, we find the United States planning to push the Iranian revolu- 
tion to the other coast, thus repeating its mistakes with ‘Abd-al-Nasir 

and Castro. Had Washington comprehended the lessons of the recent history, 
it would have--instead of provoking Tehran and challenging the Iranian 
people's feelings--acted differently. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


MESSAGE FROM ‘ARAFAT--Tunis, Jan 15 (TAP)--President Bourguiba received a 
message from Mr Yasir ‘Arafat, president of the PLO Executive Committee as 

a response to the telegram he sent him on the occasion of the 15th anniversary 
of the Palestinian revolution. Mr Yasir ‘Arafat praises in this message, 
Tunisia's firm stands in favor of the Palestinian people and the Arab nation 
in their struggle against Zionism and imperialism and reaffirms the 
Palestinian resistance involvement in the way of revolution until the 
liberation of the Holy City of Jerusalem and the recovery of Arab rights 
spoiled by Zionism in Palestine. Mr Hedi Nouira, prime minister and 

Mr Mohamed Fitouri, foreign minister, received similar messages from 

Mr Yasir ‘Arafat and Mr Faruq Qaddumi, head of the PLO Political Department. 
[Text] [LD151509 Tunis TAP in English 1405 GMT 15 Jan 80 LD] 


U.S. OFFICIALS RECEIVED--Tunis, Jan 15 (TAP)--Tunisian Premier Hedi Nouira 
received Tuesday morning U.S. Congressman Paul Simon who was accompanied 
by Mr Stephen W. Bosworth, U.S. Ambassador in Tunis. At the end of the 
talk, Mr Simon said he had made with the prime minister a survey of the 
main current international issues and pointed out the American people's 
affect. . for Tunisia. Then Mr Simon was received by Foreign Minister 
Mohamea “itouri. [Text] [LD151510 Tunis TAP in English 1403 GMT 

15 Jan 80 LD} 
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